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Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 The season of Lent is well upon us.  Each person celebrates 
Lent differently, preparing ourselves for the Resurrection of the 
Lord.  I am enjoying and learning so much about myself and the 
Lord by an online daily session with Matthew Kelly’s “Best Lent 
Ever”.  He is going through his book, “Resisting Happiness”.  I 
believe some if not all churches received this in the mail.  It really 
makes you think about how you can gain happiness and how we 
are the ones that may be creating the problem of reaching 
happiness. 
 At the same time I am attending a bible study that is 
centered on Max Lucado’s “Glory Days”, which is based on the 
book of Joshua.  I learned to trust in God because He keeps his 
promises.  The One who made you is with you.  The Almighty will 
never leave or forsake you.  The big news of the Bible is not that 
you fight for God but that God fights for you.   
 Both teamed together and gave me a great feeling 
knowing I can trust the Lord and He is on my side no matter what 
life brings you these days. 
 Our next gathering is Wednesday, April 5th at the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Heron Lake located in the Worthington 
Area.  The in-depth presentation will be in the Leadership area.  
We have asked the Arch Diocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis to 
help us with this project.  Teri and I hope you will get some great 
information from this program and will use it in your parishes.   
There is an agenda later in the newsletter with an early start to 
the day with registration at 8:30 am and gathering starting at 
8:45 am to get the program all done in the morning.  I hope you 
enjoy the day. 
This is the Day the Lord has made, let us Rejoice and be Glad. 
 
 

  

From our President   Cindy Meling   

    

  
 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement: 
The WDCCW acts to 
support, empower and 
educate at Catholic 
Women of the Diocese in 
spirituality, leadership and 
service.  The Council 
unites Catholic 
organizations of women, 
diocesan areas and parish 
affiliates for the purpose 
of producing activities, 
providing service and 
education, fostering 
spirituality by responding 
with Gospel values to the 
needs of the Church and 
society in the modern 
world. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.olgcchurch.org/pictures/Our_Lady_of_Good_Counsel_largesize.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.olgcchurch.org/&h=1140&w=773&sz=200&tbnid=HJ7tIVaRnv840M:&tbnh=108&tbnw=73&prev=/search?q=our+lady+of+good+counsel+picture&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=our+lady+of+good+counsel+picture&usg=__qusZ3VdNzNaR0dp3gkCQlj1D6ew=&docid=sNr2z60C6-MB9M&sa=X&ei=4lWhUfSmGI-zqQHirYGQDg&sqi=2&ved=0CC0Q9QEwAA
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LEADERSHIP  
TERI ROSENDAHL, VICE PRESIDENT   

Teri’s Email: udderdairy@gmail.com                     Home: 507.498.3250  

Our Mission Statement 

The Council of Catholic Women acts through its members to support, empower and educate all Catholic 

Women in spirituality, leadership & service 

 

INVITATION, INVITATION, AND INVITATION 

I was watching EWTN and the program, Catholic's Come Home with Tom Peterson.  He asks the question, 

"What is the next largest denomination after Catholicism?"  Well the answer is Ex-Catholics.  When asked 

the question to Catholics that have come back to the church--- "Why did you come back?"  90% said they 

were INVITED BACK!!   

So please do not be afraid to invite people to come to a CCW event or meeting, or invite back to the 

Church! 

I understand now the importance of this simple question and I now am inviting all women to come and 
learn at our next meeting!  The "On the Road" team from the St. Paul/Minneapolis ACCW will present a 
program with opportunities to ask questions about the history and function of the CCW (Catholic Council 
of Women).  They will be going over the Roles of each office and commission along with membership 
recruitment and even technology!  This will be on Wednesday, April 5, 2017, at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church in Heron Lake. 
This is my invitation to you all, hope to see you in April. 

God Bless 

Teri Rosendahl 

 

  

POPE’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 2017 
APRIL 
Young People 
That young people may respond generously to their vocations and seriously consider 
offering themselves to God in the priesthood or consecrated life  

MAY 
Christians in Africa 
That Christians in Africa, in imitation of the Merciful Jesus, may give prophetic witness to 
reconciliation, justice, and peace. 

JUNE 
National Leaders 
That national leaders may firmly commit themselves to ending the arms trade, which victimizes so many innocent 
people 

            
 

mailto:udderdairy@gmail.com
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/ 3 Winona Diocese Council of Catholic Women 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
321 9th St. 

Heron Lake, MN 56137 
April 5, 2017 

 
Agenda 

 

8:30   AM Registration 

8:45   AM  Welcome, Opening Prayer, Pledge of Allegiance 

                Introduction of Worthington Area Officers, Introduction of Parish President and Officers 

                 Spiritual Advisor report 

9:00   AM  Introduction of “On the Road-the Road to Successful Councils” presented by ACCW 

11:00 AM  Mass 

12:00 PM  Lunch 

12:45-2:00 PM  Continue “On the Road to Successful Councils” 

2:10  PM  Meeting 

3:00  PM Closing Prayer 

 

Due to the In-depth Program presented by the Arch Diocese CCW there will be no business meeting 
unless there is time. 

Commission Reports are in the Area Presidents packets and they will hand them out to Parish Presidents 
in their Area.  All Parish Presidents should attend the Area meetings to get the information that will be 
passed out to present at your parish meetings. 

Please continue with your Acts of Mercy especially during Lent. 

The “On the Road to Successful Councils” will be very informative to everyone. It is also helpful in every 
organization that you are involved.  The presenters love Council and want to help where ever we need 
them.  Bring questions to ask about anything about Council. 

Please consider being a member of the NCCW.  Individual dues is $50.  Receive the new Catholic Women, 
on line Connect, voting on line for Officers, and voting at the NCCW Convention to be held in Dallas, 
Texas, Sept 6-9.  Check nccw.org to get all information.  It is a great investment. 

Thank you for attending our gathering.  Next gathering will be July 9th in the Austin Area.  Hope you 
enjoyed yourself. 
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Spirituality Commission 
Legislative, Respect Life, Anti-Pornography 

Eleanore Jones 
17434 County 14 

Spring Valley, MN 55975 
eleanore_j@hotmail.com 

507-937-3460 
 
Thanks all of you who took the time to take part in the March for Life and in local events.   
Visit MCCL’s newly redesigned website at www.mccl.org.  The new web-site is filled with pro-life information and 
will enable you to register for MCCL events, find pro-life resources to order, learn about their programs, read 
about the latest legislation, discover ways to get involved, and more. 
Honor Mothers and Fathers with an MCCL ad in your local newspaper and church bulletins.  The ad materials are 
available at no charge from MCCL.  Simply call the MCCL State Office at 612-825-6831 and ask for Bill.  He will 
email the ad directly to your newspaper or church.  Please provide the publication’s advertising email address 
when you call. 
High school students entering grades 9-12 or who will be college freshmen in the fall of 2017 are encouraged to 
attend MCCL’s Life Leadership Camp, previously called Camp Joshua.  This camp provides four days of pro-life 
education and training designed to equip students to be knowledgeable and effective pro-life advocates and 
leaders.  The dates are July 23-26, 2017, at Koronis Ministries near Paynesville, MN.  Cost to attend is a suggested 
donation of $75 per student, which includes meals and accommodations; scholarships are available.  Registration 
information will be made available in the coming months, and will be posted at www.mccl.org/camp. 
Invite friends and family to become members of MCCL.  Membership strengthens their ability to fulfill its mission 
to save lives. 
Honor a loved one with a Tribute or Memorial and help support MCCL’s educational programs.  Acknowledgment 
cards are sent to the honored person or to the family of the deceased and a postcard to the donor to confirm 
receipt of the gift.      
Visit MCCL’s Facebook, Twitter and Pinterest pages and share their posts about the value of life with your friends.  
Find links at www.mccl.org. 
Remember to volunteer to work at your local pro-life county fair booth. 
Contact your state senator and representative and urge them to support MCCL’s lifesaving agenda for the 2017 
session.  The Licensing of Abortion Clinics Bill in the House is HF812, & Senate is SF704 and the Ban on Taxpayer 
Funding of Abortion is HF 809 & SF702.  These bills are making their way through the legislative process.  Ask them 
to oppose the bill to Legalize Assisted Suicide the bill numbers are HF1885 and SF1572.  
We need to pray for ALL of our elected officials and for their physical safety! 
 

Legislative 
 

Keep in mind that in 1976 (showing how long this has been on-going) Pope John Paul II, as then Cardinal Karol 
Wojtyla, warned, “We are now standing in the face of the greatest historical confrontation humanity has ever 
experienced.  I do not think that the wide circle of the American Society, or the whole wide circle of the Christian 
Community realize this fully.  We are now facing the final confrontation between the Church and the anti-church, 
between the gospel and the anti-gospel, between Christ and Antichrist.” 

Some leaders are opposed to Judge Neil Gorsuch because of his opposition to the “right to die”  
legislation.  Their concern primarily stems from his book entitled, The Future of Assisted Suicide and 
Euthanasia in which he wrote, “All human beings are intrinsically valuable and the intentional taking 
of human life by private persons is always wrong.”  Contact your Federal Legislators and ask them to 
confirm the appointment of Gorsuch to the Supreme Court.   

 

http://www.mccl.org/
http://www.mccl.org/camp
http://www.mccl.org/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/31/Neil_Gorsuch_February_2017.jpg
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Many advocates for assisted suicide argue that these laws do not force someone to die - 
they simply give them the option to die.  “Personal choices” are influenced - even 
pressured – by the culture around us and can often result in needless death.  While 
assisted suicide bills do not force anyone to die, they give women and men facing difficult 
circumstances, many who fear becoming a burden on loved ones, the option of death, 
which changes all manner of long-held attitudes and behaviors near the end of life.  The 
legally available option to end one’s life has caused some insurance companies to re-

evaluate the care they provide their clients.  Despite the promises of “right to die” bills, killing someone does not 
alleviate their pain-it ends their life.  True healthcare should seek, instead, to eliminate or reduce suffering while 
protection the patient’s life.  “You are loved and your life still has value.”  Today millions of people facing 
depression, mental illness, cancer, and other conditions need the same assurance from those around them.  Yes, 
this life has pain, suffering, and despair.  But it also has love compassion, and joy - and these are worth fighting 
for.   
Physician-assisted suicide redefines the concept of a medical good as never before.  For the first time, we will plan 
to end suffering by ending the life of the sufferer.  So far, five states plus the District of Columbia have legalized 
physician –assisted suicide and 16 other states have introduced bills to allow it.  Physician-assisted suicide comes 
with serious costs.  Too many people view it as purely a private matter between an autonomous adult who desires 
to die and another autonomous adult who can provide medical assistance to die.  Physician assisted suicide 
fundamentally changes the doctor patient relationship.  So the standard is presumptuous.   
We have to change the conversation from talking about the ‘the elderly’ and ‘the disabled’ to talking about people 
who are elderly and people with disabilities.  When you take away that little ‘the’…they become individuals with 
stories.  Putting the ‘the’ in front of it makes them objects and objectifies them; it makes them subhuman.     

Physician-assisted suicide became legal in California on June 9, 2016.  “We do not 
know how many people have taken advantage of assisted suicide because we are not allowed to know how many 
people have taken advantage,” said Kathleen Buckley Domingo.  “There is no tracking system that is open to any 
kind of public scrutiny at all.”  “What happens if you change your mind?  What happens if you change your mind 
and then become incompetent and someone else in the house still thinks it is a good idea?  These are very real 
situations that real families in CA are right now facing.”  Supporters of physician-assisted suicide, including 
Compassion & Choices, an organization advocating its legalization across the nation, argue that terminally ill 
individuals should have the choice to “end their suffering if it becomes intolerable.”  Choosing death by opting for 
assisted suicide may be the least expensive path to take, but is dangerous for patients and physicians.  In medicine 
we know that what is permissible becomes habitual, and what is habitual becomes standard care, and what is 
[the] standard of care becomes obligatory.  We will be changing the standards of care for all physicians and all 
patients by changing this law for society and the profession. 
  
Here are the facts that mainstream media is ignoring – according to the Pew research center, there are 50 Muslim 
majority countries in the world.  The six countries from which travel is temporarily put on hold make up only 12% 
of the total number of countries that are Muslim majority.  If it was truly a Muslim ban, why aren’t all 50 countries 
on the list?  Even with these temporary restrictions on travel, there are still millions of immigrants coming into our 
country from around the world, they are just taking the time to do so legally.  According to the Department of 
Homeland Security, over one million immigrants come to the U.S. legally every single year.  Over four million 
immigrants are granted long-term work or residency visas each year.  The suspension of the refugee program is for 
120 days, though refugees already formally scheduled for travel by the State Department will be allowed entry.  
When the suspension is lifted, the number of refugees allowed into the U.S. will be capped at 50,000 for fiscal year 
ending Sept. 30.       
 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi9_o3vrOHSAhVI6oMKHVhSBOcQjRwIBw&url=http://notoassistedsuicide.org.uk/&psig=AFQjCNEknWVfzU5lsICSxUfz03_JeQzWfg&ust=1489970919071957
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-h8nBrOHSAhUQ8YMKHe8lBjIQjRwIBw&url=http://greatamericanadventure.net/my-reflections/&psig=AFQjCNEknWVfzU5lsICSxUfz03_JeQzWfg&ust=1489970919071957
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Respect Life 

 

What is preventing America from being great?  Killing children in the womb, Petri dishes, fertility clinics and stem 
cell labs.  Killing old people by euthanasia and physician assisted suicide. Killing people with brain trauma for vital 
organs.  Ignoring women dying during abortion and due to cancer caused by abortion, hormonal birth control and 
hormone replacement therapies. Sterilization and birth control that disable healthy procreative systems in 
women, men and girls. 
 

Abortion facility workers describe sadism, misogyny and shocking disregard for the dignity of women.  Women 
have reported bad experiences in abortion facilities.  Women’s stories on sites like Silent No More tell of rude and 
abusive abortion workers, filthy conditions, and coercive tactics.  But in some cases, abortion workers themselves 
have spoken out about abortionists they worked with who treat women horribly.  Abortionists have a shocking 
disregard for the dignity of women even the staff.  They are not champions of women’s rights, rather, they are 
sadistic towards their patients and employees who happen to be women.  Abortionists are in the abortion industry 
to make money, and, perhaps, to have the opportunity to hurt or punish women.  Women who go in for abortions 
are vulnerable, and some cruel men [and women] delight in that vulnerability.  Abortion is a very lucrative 
business for a doctor, and an opportunity to degrade women. 
   

Abortion advocates sneer at the idea of ‘post-abortion syndrome,’ but 
the scientific data is clear.  Abortion can have serious negative 
consequences on a woman’s mental health.  The reality is that abortion 
does increase the risk of mental health disorders.  This includes 
depression, anxiety, suicidal behavior, and drug and alcohol abuse.  
Instead of acknowledging this, and thus allowing women who seek 
abortions to be forewarned of what they’re risking, the abortion industry 

denies it.  
  
Legal abortion is leading us to a ‘Down’s syndrome-free world’.  In Britain, 90% of 
babies with Down’s Syndrome are aborted before birth.  In Iceland, every single baby, 
100% of all those diagnosed with Down’s Syndrome, are aborted.  There hasn’t been a 
baby with Down’s Syndrome born in Iceland in the past five years.  Seventy-five years 
ago, the leader of a different country bragged of the same accomplishment, only in 
that case, the people whose difference from the majority rendered them unfit to live 
were Jews.  In both case, the mass murder of those so impure that they had to be 
extinguished from society was inspired by the pseudo-science of eugenics.  After the 
Nazi Holocaust of the Jews, the world declared itself enlightened to the evils of 
eugenics.  In the United States, 93% of babies identified as having that notorious extra chromosome are murdered 
in the womb; in England it’s 90%.   
People with Down syndrome have an empathy that most of us can’t imagine.  They don’t see people for their 
physical traits.  They have an innate sense of who a person is as a whole person, and they are drawn to the best in 
each of us.  If you want to feel good about yourself, or just feel good, take some time to spend with a person who 
has Down syndrome.  You will walk away feeling inspired and with a glow in your heart.  If you’re an employer 
looking for good employees with a strong work ethic, you can do no better than people with Down syndrome, who 
love to work and be productive.  To deprive any person of his life for being different is an evil against all people. 
 

Horror: Report details how China executes prisoners, religious minorities for their organs.  China was named the 
world’s top executioner in 2014, executing more people than the rest of the world combined.  A report released in 
June 2016, details the major discrepancies in the number of people who have volunteered to be organ donors and 
the number of people who have received transplants in the country.  Kilgour, Matas, and Gutmann have estimated 
that up to 100,000 organs are being transplanted in China each year – 10 times what China reports.  According to  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwizjf6UhOHSAhWhx4MKHaMQBL0QjRwIBw&url=http://www.thecatholicviewforwomen.com/blog/index.php/selling-abortion-door-to-door&bvm=bv.149760088,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNG_EiUuGepZITo9CtDw16pwYV1F-w&ust=1489959873397256
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjhiqqahuHSAhXs7IMKHTsCBE8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.thelifeinstitute.net/blog/2016/10/06/let-love-shine-through-what-we-can-learn-from-worldwithoutdowns/&bvm=bv.149760088,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGajuvLkJzNKOCjMI2WRyIJ6dVPvQ&ust=1489960551744771
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Maya Wang, China researcher for Human Rights Watch, the Chinese 
government views Falun Gong as a threat and therefore not only 
banned the spiritual group back in 1999, but has also imprisoned and 
tortured its members ever since.  They were locked up in “black jails” 
which are legal labor camps created by the government to detain 
citizens without charge or convection.  These people have been 
subjected to frequent blood draws and medical exams in preparation 
for organ harvesting to supply the growing organ transplant market.  In 
some cases, the people are executed before their organs are harvested, but in other instances, organs are taken 
out one by one while they are still alive.  Jintao Liu, 36, practices Falun Gong and told news.com.au that he didn’t 
always believe China was actually performing these forced organ harvests.  Now living in Australia, Liu said he was 
arrested in China for his spiritual beliefs and put in prison for over two years.  During that time he was tortured 
and abused.  “I had heard something about organ harvesting but even though I was being detained and beaten, at 
first I thought it was too brutal to believe,” he told news.com.au.  “Emotionally I thought maybe those people who 
yelled not to hurt my organs just didn’t want me to die.  Then my logic told me, why would these people care 
about life?  Why wouldn’t they say ‘Don’t hurt this person’?  Not ‘Don’t hurt his organ.’  I just felt it was strange 
they cared about my organ rather than my person.”  People from around the world turn to the country to receive 
transplants – including Americans such as Eric De Leon.  De Leon had liver cancer and was told that he would have 
to wait about two years for a transplant.  He was taken off the transplant list when the cancer returned after 
chemotherapy.  Doctors told him that the cancer would likely occur in a donated liver as well.  So De Leon flew to 
China and had an immediate transplant he paid $110,000 and was told that the liver came from a 20-year-old.  
Countless people are heading to China for immediate transplants rather than waiting it out in their home   
countries.  Thanks to heavy international pressure, China banned the harvesting of organs of executed prisoners 
and declared it would switch to a voluntary donation system in 2014.  However, China doesn’t report how many 
prisoners are executed each year and those imprisoned without cause or conviction are likely not included in that 
ban since they are not being executed for crimes, but for their organs.  These prisoners simply disappear as Lui’s 
friends did. 
 

Where is Planned Parenthood’s annual report?  Usually by this 
time of year, Planned Parenthood, the nation’s largest abortion 
vendor, has already released their annual report, highlighting 
all the subjectively wonderful things they accomplished over 
the previous year, how much money they make as a non-profit, 
how many patients they screened for STDs, how many 
abortions they performed, and how much of their budget was 
composed of taxpayer dollars.  Why is it taking them so long to 
publicly release it?  They’ve previously published their annual 
reports in late Dec. or very early Jan.  With the heightened 
scrutiny of Planned Parenthood following the 2015 release of 

the Center for Medical Progress baby body parts videos, the year-long inquiry by the Select Panel on Infant Lives 
into the fetal tissue trafficking industry, and the promise to defund them by President Trump and members of 
Congress, this annual report is going to be looked at with a fine-toothed comb.  Planned Parenthood has a duty to 
report to the public what they did with that money, especially now that they are facing a national defunding 
battle.  So what is Planned Parenthood hiding in their annual report?  Since we the taxpayers fund them, we 
deserve to know.       
Every day Planned Parenthood receives $1.5 million in tax payer funding while killing 887 babies daily.  It is time to 
defund Planned Parenthood! 
 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lifenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/defundplannedparenthood26.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.lifenews.com/2017/01/20/president-donald-trump-will-sign-executive-order-sunday-to-defund-intentional-planned-parenthood/&docid=s3Vy05W05fiw6M&tbnid=8V3-LmLMkHr8xM:&vet=10ahUKEwixt--Yg-HSAhUJwWMKHTXcCCoQMwiGAShjMGM..i&w=600&h=367&bih=603&biw=1280&q=anti planned parenthood signs&ved=0ahUKEwixt--Yg-HSAhUJwWMKHTXcCCoQMwiGAShjMGM&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiklrWiheHSAhWCz4MKHYnoCmkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.visiontimes.com/2015/08/13/chinese-consulate-pressures-australian-politicians-over-organ-harvesting-event.html&bvm=bv.149760088,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGm6s8bedfrD-7rysMVDhhylJaatw&ust=1489960356844017
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Anti-Pornography 
 

Researchers uncover disturbing line between sex trafficking and abortion.       Worldwide, 
over one million children are trafficked each year and forced into sexual slavery and 
prostitution.  In the United States, there are currently an estimated 400,000 domestic 
minors involved in trafficking.  Sex trafficking generates an estimated $39 billion a year as 
the demand for prostitutes continues to rise. 
However, what has often been ignored by the media is the link between forced 

prostitution and forced abortion.  Even more upsetting was the discovery that a full quarter of these underage 
trafficked women visited Planned Parenthood and other healthcare providers for abortions and contraceptives, 
but many were never asked about whether they were being coerced to engage in sex or to have an abortion.  
Other investigations have found that some abortion providers not only fail to investigate whether a woman is a 
victim of human trafficking, but actively ignore evidence that they are.  For women like these, their abortions were 
not moments of feminine empowerment, but rather male control, not just of their sexual lives, but of their wombs 
as well.   Care Net provides resources and training to all of its centers on how to recognize the signs that a woman 
is the victim of sexual abuse and trafficking.  Our affiliated pregnancy centers also help clients identify whether 
they are in an abusive relationship, and if so, how they can get help. 
As long as abortion providers put convenience and profit ahead of the safety of their patients, pimps will continue 
to win and women lose.  (From Care net) 
 

The 2017 Dirty Dozen list is here: ALA (American Library Association), AMAZON, backpage.com, COMCAST, 
COSMOPOLITAN, EBSCO information services, HBO, ROKU, snapchat and snapcash, twitter, Googles’s You Tube.  
They have a Watch List and Hyatt, Verizon and Department of Justice are on it.  Verizon has taken a step toward 
curbing its participation in sexual exploitation.  They have created as opt-in system for new subscribers to FiOS 
IPTV services.  New FiOS IPTV customers will no longer have on-demand pornography films and channels 
automatically piped into their homes.  Instead, only those who actively seek out on-demand pornography will be 
exposed to it.  With them on the Dirty Dozen Watch List for 2017, we are evaluating what their next move will be. 
 

There is a great child sex scandal brewing in America and we need to stop it.  Many K-12 schools’ online library 
databases are actively piping pornography and sexually graphic content into children’s lives and parents know 
nothing about it!  A couple was shocked when they accidently stumbled across pornography while checking their 
children’s school library database, powered by EBSCO Information Services (the company running these online 
databases).  These library databases are supposed to be online tools for learning, yet they are riddled with 
harmful, sexually explicit content.  An innocent search like “7th grade biology”, were turning up various forms of 
pornography and material glamorizing risky sexual behavior to students as young as elementary school.  EBSCO 
contacted the National Center on Sexual Exploitation to say they do NOT want to be on our Dirty Dozen List and 
discussed changing their corporate policies that allow pornography in schools.  They will remain on the Dirty 
Dozen List until improvements have been implemented system-wide and verified. (From National Center on 
Sexual Exploitation) 
 

Disney is featuring its first gay storyline in “Beauty and the Beast” remake.  
Disney’s forthcoming Beauty and the Beast cinematic remake will feature a 
gay subplot, according to the film’s director, thought to be a first in the film 
company’s history.  The gay lifestyle highlights homosexuality.  The studio is 
sending out a message that this is normal and natural – and this is a message 
that will be heard in every country of the world, even countries where it’s 
still socially unacceptable or even illegal to be gay. 
LGBT activists have pressured Disney to feature more openly gay relationships in its programming, feeding 
conjecture over past, current and future Disney characters being gay.  During the spring of 2016, the hashtag 
#GiveElsaAGirlfriend was trending as part of a campaign for Disney to have the film’s lead, Elsa, come out as a 
lesbian in the sequel scheduled for 2018.  Other fans of Frozen – the highest grossing animated film of all time –  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwimxb7ZnuHSAhUs0YMKHXF7Bj4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.nbcrightnow.com/story/21585804/idaho-senate-passes-anti-child-pornography-bill&bvm=bv.149760088,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGJ8FjK9Yvl4x86DxKxsCXYtw1XWA&ust=1489967147608594
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://newsbeat.co.ke/gossip/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2017/03/277915462_1280x720.jpg&imgrefurl=http://newsbeat.co.ke/gossip/disney-goes-gay-beauty-and-the-beast-movie-features-first-gay-character/&docid=7ispcG6Ynj02_M&tbnid=DEuW9HpMe6aaVM:&vet=10ahUKEwj0mfaOn-HSAhUJzoMKHTyDDioQMwhCKBcwFw..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=603&biw=1280&q=gay beauty and the beast&ved=0ahUKEwj0mfaOn-HSAhUJzoMKHTyDDioQMwhCKBcwFw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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were concerned about the damage such a move would do to countless young children and launched a petition 
urging Disney to resist liberal pressure. (From Life Site)    

LOVE LIFE!  PROTECT IT! RESPECT IT! 

 

 
         
 

                                    Catholics at the Capitol                                  
                                      Submitted by Eleanore Jones 

 
On March 9th a bus left St Pius in Rochester at 6:00 am to the first 
Catholics at the Capitol event.  It began with a continental breakfast at 
7am, Morning Prayer at 7:30 followed by Mass at 8am.  Bishops from 
across MN were at this event.  The bishop’s homily spoke of how we are 
to seek the common good and protect life from conception to natural 
death.  March 9th was the feast day of St. Frances of Rome.  She was a 
wife and mother and was like Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta.  She 
changed hearts of the people and they helped her in everything.  The day 

coincided well with our job of speaking to our legislators on important issues of the day.  
 
We sent a message, by phone, to Governor Dayton and let him know that we said a prayer for his 
recovery and let him know that, “We are Catholics at the Capitol.” 
 
Speakers Bishop James Conley of Lincoln NE spoke on how we must build a culture of life and love.  Our 
state needs us.  He said three things were needed:   
1.) Success of democracy depends on leaders like you.  They say that our faith should stay out of the 
public square.  Our founding fathers believed that we are needed there.  In the thirties Catholic was a 
family matter, our faith was learning with religious implications, our democracy depended on us.  Jesus 
Christ tells us justice is dependent on people of faith - you and me.    
2.) Catholics do not have a Political Party.  We can’t be comfortable in either party.   
Our mission is to be faithful to Jesus Christ and His Church.  Our country is divided 
and hostile.  As Catholics we are uncertain and homeless.  As St. Paul in his letter 
to the Philippians said, ‘We are citizens of heaven”.  We are pilgrims and 
foreigners.  As citizens of God we are to be faithful.  We are to speak the word of 
God, to be pro-life prophets and be powerful for the weak.  God comes to us and 
calls us all to be prophets. 
3.) Trust in God’s providential plan even if we do not see results.  Success is measured by fidelity not 
results.  God has called me to be a link in His chain.  He is calling us to be faithful citizens in this life.  We 
need the action of the lay faithful not idols of success.  We need to trust in God’s fundamental plan. 
  
Here are message given to us from the Bishops:  
We form the whole person through education. 
God made everyone special.   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi3s5LZ_eDSAhVB4IMKHV5yDG8QjRwIBw&url=https://catholicsatthecapitol.org/&psig=AFQjCNEdHD5DcZIsDcLVf0M7lW937XvXbQ&ust=1489958318874897
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjSmc_QgOHSAhVLxYMKHRl5DpwQjRwIBw&url=https://catholicsatthecapitol.org/&bvm=bv.149760088,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNHQnUtZjqvO3YaB26NLas6cVVcE_w&ust=1489959028521549
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwic3az9geHSAhUj4oMKHV-cACsQjRwIBw&url=http://clipart-library.com/pictures-of-political-parties.html&bvm=bv.149760088,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNGgL0vdohAJpTQS9JKj6toPumq_SA&ust=1489959501517440
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Jesus Christ was poor.   
Everyone deserves health care, a job, home for a family and a ladder out of poverty.   
We are to care for creation and see how it affects all of us.   
People are not just to get by but thrive. 
We should love every neighbor from the moment of conception to natural death. Lives change with the 
elderly and their needs become greater.  Care and love is the answer.  Death is never the answer.   
Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta saw Jesus Christ in every person.   
Love is the best care we can give, not death.   
A bishop spoke of John and Martha: Martha being in a nursing home, and John would see her every 
single day.  One day in the parking lot after Johns visit the bishop said to him.  “This must be truly hard 
on you.”  John’s reply was: “I love her now more than ever!”  
 

 Gloria Purvis Scott is a frequent face on the Eternal Word Television Network 
(EWTN) and the Chairperson for Black Catholics United for Life most importantly she 
said that she is a wife and mother. She stated that truth is timeless.  She said that 
the government tried to make the Little Sisters of the Poor give in but they would 
not.  When a sister was asked, “What’s the plan if you lose?  Do you have a plan B?”  
Her response was, “I do not believe God will abandon us.”   
Gloria attended catholic school, converted at age twelve and is an advocate of 
Catholic education.  She claims that catholic school education brought her to the 

faith at age twelve.  She said that we are here because we serve an Almighty God.  She is willing and you 
are too. “God qualifies the called, He doesn’t call the qualified.”   
Her mother had quadruple bypass surgery and ended up in a coma.  I didn’t want to suffer and see her 
die.  Jesus Christ died on the cross.  There is suffering.  Preserver that’s what LOVE is.  Jesus Christ 
doesn’t turn away, His love endures.  In weeks following the doctor said to her father that she was brain 
dead and he needed to pull the plug and make arrangements for the funeral.  A week later I was sitting 
with my father in the hospital and she moved.  Her father yelled out, “I believe in Jesus Christ!”  Doctors 
do not know everything.  That happened in 2005 and she is walking and alive today.   
Gloria visited Lourdes and there they say a rosary every night; it was all very beautiful.  She told us to go 
over to our legislators and give glory to God.  We will witness to the truth.  When you chose to follow 
Jesus Christ there will be suffering.  The apostles were beaten and they rejoiced to be worthy to suffer 
for His name.  Do not look at things with earthly eyes.  Heaven is our goal.           
 
She didn’t get much sleep Wednesday as on the floor above her they had to be building, or something, 
as there was constant noise.  So her saying for the day was “I ain’t no way tired!”  We repeated this 
throughout the day, even at the closing.  Quite a number of us got an early start that day, some at 4:00 
am or earlier.   
 
A bishop gave us a last blessing before we went to see our legislators.  “Don’t be afraid, there are more 
of us than them.”  A box lunch was served.   
 
At 1pm we arrived at the Capitol and dispersed to visit with our legislators.  In the Rotunda, the rosary 
was recited five times from 1 to 3pm. 
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We spoke to the legislators on Expanding Educational Opportunity.  Opportunity scholarship tax credits 
(HF 386 [Kresha] / SF 256 [Chamberlain]).  This bill creates tax credits for individuals and organizations 
that donate to scholarship granting organizations.  Low – and middle-income students (up to $89,000 for 
a family of four) are eligible to receive those scholarships.  The bill also creates a refundable tax credit for 
low-income families (household income of less than $53,000) to apply toward private school tuition 
expenses.  Public and private schools are not competitors but partners.  This is a civil rights issue. 
 
Another issue we covered was Fostering Family Economic Stability.  Boost Minnesota family investment 
program assistance (HF 1603 [Pierson] / SF 806 [Hayden]).  Remove MFIP marriage penalty (HF 1453 
[Hamilton] / SF 1165 [Benson]).  The Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) cash grant increase 
(HF 1603 / SF 806) will increase by $100 the monthly cash assistance available to families in poverty 
(currently capped at $532 / month for a family of three).  The MFIP cash grant has not increased since 
1986.  Removing the marriage penalty (HF 1453/SF 1165) will create an 18-month transition period after 
a couple marries before their MFIP benefits cease (normally, the new combined household income 
would make them ineligible).  Upon amendment, removing this penalty will apply to all married 
households with a combined income under 275 percent of the federal poverty guideline which is 
$66,825 for a family of four.  We have a budget surplus and we need to care for the vulnerable and poor. 
   
We brought to their attention Protecting Life and Advancing Care.  Do not vote for Legalized Assisted 
Suicide (HF 1885 [Freiberg] / SF 1572 [Eaton]).  It was previously called “Minnesota Compassionate Care 
Act” and is now called “End of Life Options Act”.  We asked them to vote for Palliative Care Advisory 
Committee (HF 345 [Zerwas] / SF 112 [Housley]).  Legislation has been introduced to legalize assisted 
suicide.  The legislation lacks sufficient safeguards that could allow for elder abuse and harm to 
vulnerable persons.  It also undermines the practice of medicine and creates economic incentives that 
could endanger those with disabilities and anyone who needs costly treatments.  Instead, Minnesota 
should be embracing policies that advance care, such as the Palliative Care Advisory Committee (HF 345 / 
SF 112), (Symptoms Management Care), which would convene people knowledgeable in palliative care, 
including patients, to advise the full Legislature about ways palliative care access and delivery can be 
improved in our state.  We should walk with people not send them on their way.  Think about it, anyone 
who is suicidal gets help. 
   
Bishop John Quinn of the Winona Diocese gave the closing and send-off in the 
Capitol Rotunda.  The Bishops were pleased at the turnout.  They were expecting 
that there could be 500 people and we were over 1,000.  Those in attendance 
ranged from children in parent’s arms, high school students to the elderly. 
 
There was someone in attendance from every legislative district in the state.  
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Family and Community Concerns 

Nancy Back 

PO Box 482 

Harmony, MN 55939 

catholic.mom630@gmail.com 

815-275-2360 
 

Girl Scouts cookie sales! Many people long for that time of year. Girl Scouts have 
been an organization that many little girls have longed to be a part of. There are 
some serious concerns with this organization though.   
I struggle as I sit to write this. I am aware that many of your daughters and 
granddaughters may have or are involved in this organization. I am not out to bash all 
involved with them. My goal is to raise awareness about some concerns and offer 

alternatives to Girl Scouts of America. 
One of the biggest concerns is their connection with advocacy groups for youth reproductive/abortion 
and sexual rights. Every Girl Guide and Girl Scout is automatically a member of WAGGGS (World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts). WAGGGS aggressively advocates for these causes, as I have 
found at http://mygirlscoutcouncil.com/cookie-flier.html . I also discovered that Girl Scouts is involved in 
the political realm as well, hosting and starring in Hilary Clinton’s campaign ads. The money collected 
from the cookie sales go to fund their agendas which stand in great opposition to our Catholic beliefs. 
The website http://speaknowgirlscouts.com/ offers a lot of information and facts about Girl Scouts 
including the fact that they offer explicit sexual content as a resource in their curriculum. I know that is 
seems astounding and impossible, but I encourage you to check these sites for yourself as well as the 
following: http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/concerns-over-girl-scouts-persist-following-usccb-
investigation , https://www.archkck.org/file/ecat-youth-documents/Girl-Scouts-in-the-
Archdiocese2.pdf ,and  http://archstl.org/files/field-file/Scout%20Letter%202%2018%2016.pdf . 
 
So what are we to do? We want our girls to be empowered and be involved. There are 
options….American Heritage Girls at https://www.americanheritagegirls.org/  and Little Flowers Girls’ 
Club at https://www.beholdpublications.com/home/about-our-clubs/little-flowers-girls-club/ . 
 American Heritage Girls have many activities 
that they do, like:  Camping, Mother-daughter 
teas, Father-daughter formal dances, Bring-a-
friend skate night, Family bowling nights, 
Sleepovers and lock-ins, Marching in parades, 
Trips to museums, Overnights at the aquarium 
or zoo, and lots, lots, more! They also offer badges in many areas like outdoor skills, arts, science and 
technology, and family living (including money management). 
 
American Heritage Girls’ statement of faith is the following: 
"We believe that there is one Triune God – Father; Jesus Christ, His one and only Son; and the Holy Spirit 
– Creator of the universe and eternally existent. We believe the Holy Scriptures (Old and New 
Testaments) to be the inspired and authoritative Word of God. We believe each person is created in His 
image for the purpose of communing with and worshipping God. We believe in the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit, Who enables us to live Godly lives. We believe that each of us as an individual is called to love the  
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Lord our God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength; and collectively to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. We believe God calls us to lives of purity, service, stewardship, and integrity."  
Clarity is further provided to the following terms: Purity - God calls us to lives of holiness, being pure of 
heart, mind, word, and deed. We are to reserve sexual activity to the sanctity of marriage, a lifelong 
commitment before God between a man and a woman. Service - God calls us to become responsible 
members of our community and the world through selfless acts that contribute to the welfare of others. 
Stewardship - God calls us to use our God-given time, talents, and money wisely. Integrity - God calls us 
to live moral lives that demonstrate an inward motivation to do what is right, regardless of the cost. 
 
A bit about the Little Flowers Girls’ Club  

 
Little Flowers Girls’ Club is a Catholic club for girls ages 5 and up that teaches 
virtues through scripture, saints’ biographies and the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church. Based on the 1906 Catholic classic “The Catholic Girls’ Guide” by Fr. F.X. 
Lasance, and the spirituality of St. Thérése, the Little Flower of Liseux, this 
beautiful, authentically Catholic program, has delighted and instilled in our girls a 
love of our Catholic Faith for over 25 years. Little Flowers Girls' Club Little Flowers 

Girls’ Club program consists of four years of study: Wreaths I, II, III and IV. Each of the first three Wreaths 
of study consists of nine virtues each. The program is so adaptable that it can be used with multiple age 
groups or just one grade at a time. The Leader’s guides explain how meetings can be in the home, in a 
group, parish or group setting. Groups can meet weekly, bi-weekly or monthly. Groups can start with 
Wreath I, but girls can join at any time. Like a scouting program, girls earn badges for the virtues they 
have practiced, life skills they have learned. But unlike most scouting organizations, the girls learn and 
earn their badges through a distinctly Catholic lens. This Catholic to the Core program relies on the 
stories of the saints, Sacred Scripture and the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
 
I hope that by giving you a brief overview of the concerns with Girl Scouts, a couple of alternatives to 
them, and some informational resources that you can educate yourself and your families. The 
alternatives will help instill the strong values and morals that are in line with Catholic teachings. They will 
empower our girls to turn the tide of society and fill the future with hope. 
                                    

 
CHURCH COMMISSION – SPIRITUALITY 

Valerie Ehlenfeldt – PO Box 83 Ostrander, MN 55961 
(507-440-8629) ehlenfeldt.valerie@yahoo.com 

 

The 100th Anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima 1917-2017 
On October 13th, 1884, 33 years (the span of Our Lord’s life) to the day prior to the great Miracle of the 
Sun in Fatima, the prayer to St. Michael was composed by Pope Leo XIII. After he had finished celebrating 
Mass in his private chapel, attended by only a few Cardinals and members of his staff, he suddenly 
stopped at the foot of the altar. Pope Leo XIII stood there in a trance-like state, the color completely 
gone from his face, for about 10 minutes. Then he went directly to his office in an urgent manner and 
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 composed the prayer to St. Michael that we are all so 
familiar with. He instructed that this prayer be said 
after all Low Masses everywhere. 
He later explained that as he was about to leave the 
altar, he had heard two voices that seemed to be 
coming from near the tabernacle, one kind and gentle 
and the other guttural and harsh.  
 
The guttural voice, the voice of Satan in his pride, 
boasted to Our Lord: “I can destroy your Church.” 
The gentle voice of Our Lord: “You can? Then go ahead 
and do so.” 
Satan: “To do so, I need more time and more power.” 
Our Lord: “How much time? How much power?” 
Satan: “75 to 100 years, and a greater power over those who will give themselves over to my service.” 
Our Lord: “You have the time, you will have the power. Do with them what you will.” 
 
“Even if this prayer is no longer recited at the end of the Eucharistic celebration, I invite all to not forget 
it, but recite it in order to obtain help in the battle against the forces of darkness and the spirit of this 
world.”  ~ Pope St. John Paul II (Sunday, April 4th, 1994) 
 

On Sunday, May 13th, 1917, Our Lady of Fatima appeared to the three children 
for the first time while they were tending to their flock. She spoke to the 
children, “Fear not! I will not harm you… I am from Heaven.” The eldest, Lucia, 
asked “What do you want of me?” to which Our Lady replied, “I came to ask you 
to come here for six consecutive months, on the 13th day, at this same hour. I will 
tell you later who I am and what I want.” The Blessed Virgin’s final appearance 
on October 13th, 1917 (exactly 33 years to the day after Pope Leo XIII’s vision) 
became the most famous. A crowd of about 70,000 people had made the journey 
to witness the miracle that was promised by Our Lady. As the rain halted, the 
crowd looked up and began to see the sun show through the clouds. It was at 

this time that people experienced the ‘Miracle of the Sun’. Not all reports were the same; some saw the 
sun dance about the sky; others saw the sun zoom toward earth and feared it would collide with the 
earth or burn us up. Others saw beautiful colors spin out of the sun in a pinwheel pattern. These events 
in the sky lasted about 10 minutes and after it was over, the ground had become dust again and the 
people’s clothes were completely dry, even though it had rained all morning. It is important to note that 
there were many people in several different countries who also reported a phenomenon with the sun in 
the sky.  
 
During these apparitions, Our Lady conveyed Jesus’ request that Russia (not the whole world but 
specifically Russia) be consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary by the Pope in union with all of the 
Catholic Bishops of the world. Our Lady of Fatima said that if the consecration of Russia was done, Russia 
would be converted and there would be peace. She also stated that if this request was not obeyed, 
Russia would spread her errors throughout the world; causing war, persecutions of the Church and of 
the Holy Father, martyrdom of the good, and the annihilation of nations. These warnings were brought  
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to us by Our Lady of Fatima exactly 100 years before the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant revolt 
(1517-2017). 
 
Some years later, Our Lord appeared to Sister Lucia in August of 1931 and 
communicated to her His dissatisfaction with the failure to obey His 
command that the Popes and Catholic Bishops consecrate Russia to the 
Immaculate Heart.  
”Make it known to My ministers, given that they follow the example of the 
King of France in delaying the execution of My requests, they will follow 
him into misfortune. It is never too late to have recourse to Jesus and 
Mary.” 
Sister Lucia also wrote at another time that Our Lord complained yet again: 
“They did not wish to heed My request! Like the King of France they will repent of it, and they will do it, 
but it will be late. Russia will have already spread its errors in the world, provoking wars and persecutions 
against the Church. The Holy Father will have much to suffer.” 
 
The following explains what Jesus was referring to when he mentioned the disobedience of the Kings of 
France and His punishment. 
On June 17th, 1689, the Sacred Heart of Jesus appeared to St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque and gave His command to the King of 
France that the King must consecrate France to the Sacred Heart. 
The Kings of France delayed and disobeyed Our Lord’s command 
for 100 years exactly; and on June 17th, 1789, The King of France, 
King Louis XVI, was stripped of his power and was later arrested 
and imprisoned. That marked the beginning of the French 
Revolution. Only four years later, in 1793, King Louis XVI was 
executed by guillotine like a criminal. Both King and country 
suffered greatly because Our Lord’s command that France be consecrated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
was not obeyed.  
 
Interestingly enough, the “Enlightenment Period” followed very closely to the 100 year timeframe of the 
initial request for the consecration of France and ending with the French Revolution, and is generally 
known to have occurred from the 1680’s to the 1790’s. The Enlightenment agenda was focused on 
replacing “religious superstition” with rational religion and gave rise to the heresy of Deism. Deism is the 
belief that God created the world and then left it to run according to its own natural and scientifically 
predictable laws. These errors were not localized to France alone, but spread throughout the world. 
 
With the general disregard and forgetfulness of the supernatural came a falling away from virtuous living 
and led us right into the middle of the 100 years of Fatima. A revolution of a different sort rose up during 
the 1960’s, the Sexual Revolution. The rise of the Sexual Revolution occurred exactly 50 years later, in 
1967 when, during “The Summer of Love”, 100,000 people come together in the neighborhood of Haight-
Ashbury to create a melting pot of psychoactive drugs, sexual perversion, and cultural and political 
rebellion. On a side note, the song “San Francisco” by the Mama’s and Papa’s, based on the Summer of 
Love, was released on May 13th, 1967, the 50th Anniversary of Our Lady’s first appearance at Fatima. As a 
result, numerous Catholics left the Church, priestly and religious vocations dried up, Mass attendance  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjRqf_96eDSAhVHyoMKHdxEBN8QjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Mary_Alacoque&bvm=bv.149760088,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNEo6c3fKaJdTkv4O509-Ee3DtOs9A&ust=1489953005660617
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjN54Di9uDSAhWM7IMKHUQpAEMQjRwIBw&url=https://wn.com/Sister_Lucia_dos_Santos&bvm=bv.149760088,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHwSCYL6SSxeL-0rXZAEBF43KaQwQ&ust=1489956269599303
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sharply declined, and a rift became apparent between Catholic clergy and laity when it came to belief 
and behavior. The morals and lifestyles of many who continued to attend Mass became very relaxed, 
even to the point of being non-existent. This was reminiscent of the events that occurred after the 
Reformation in 1517. 
 
On October 13th, 1973, the same year that abortion was made legal through Roe v. Wade, Our Lady 
came with another message in a Church approved apparition at Akita, Japan. 
“The work of the devil will infiltrate even into the Church in such a way that one 
will see cardinals opposing cardinals, bishops against bishops…the Church will 
be full of those who accept compromises and the demon will press many priests 
and consecrated souls to leave the service of the Lord.” 
All of the above information can be found in its entirety at 
https://www.romancatholicman.com  
in the article: OUR LADY OF FATIMA, 1917-2017 – WHY 100 YEARS MATTERS 
 
When Pope Saint John Paul II established the Pontifical Institute for the Studies on Marriage and the 
Family in the early 1980’s, he named the (now) Cardinal Carlo Caffarra as the first president. At the start 
of (now) Cardinal Caffarra’s work, he wrote a letter to Sister Lucia of Fatima through her Bishop. He had 
only wanted to ask for her prayers and was never expecting Sister Lucia to reply. In her reply, she stated 
“the final battle between the Lord and the reign of Satan will be about marriage and the family. Don’t be 
afraid because anyone who works for the sanctity of marriage and the family will always be fought 
against and opposed in every way, because this is the decisive issue. However, Our Lady has already 
crushed his head.” 
 

Pope Saint John Paul II also conveyed to (now) Cardinal Carlo Caffarra that he also 
believed marriage and the family was the “crux” of the battle because “it touches 
upon the very pillar of creation, which is the truth of the relationship between man 
and woman. If the founding pillar is touched the entire building collapses and we 
see this now because we are at this point and we know it.” ~ Cardinal Carlo Caffarra 
Information obtained from a TELE RADIO PADRE PIO radio interview with Cardinal 

Carlo Caffarra on February 16, 2008 
 
The message of Our Lady of Fatima is timelier than ever! The most important thing that we can do now is 
heed Our Mother’s call to pray the Rosary daily, establish in ourselves and those around us a devotion to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, complete the 5 First Saturdays Devotion, and pray and make sacrifices 
often.  
 

Do not be afraid! Have complete confidence in Our Blessed Mother! 
"I will never abandon you, my child. My Immaculate Heart will be your refuge and the way that will 
lead you to God through Jesus my Son.” ~ Our Lady to Lucia at Fatima, Portugal 

 

 

 

 

https://www.romancatholicman.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjOmtGA8-DSAhUR24MKHYHFBCoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.visionsofjesuschrist.com/weeping8.htm&bvm=bv.149760088,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHE554tQDYiypWyvLOJpu3hxWCOzg&ust=1489955458654047
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://fr.b5z.net/zirw/1386455208392/i/u/10092240/i/usr/2333/Hold_Hands_Family_Cross.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.christ4u.org/christ4u/family_ministries&docid=M-WxUYliDtoEDM&tbnid=7WZCA1TfP03F9M:&vet=10ahUKEwjUwcP48-DSAhUp_4MKHY3aCWwQMwhTKDAwMA..i&w=240&h=180&bih=603&biw=1280&q=  marriage and the family&ved=0ahUKEwjUwcP48-DSAhUp_4MKHY3aCWwQMwhTKDAwMA&iact=mrc&uact=8
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                                        International Service Commission                                             

                      Rosanne Buehler: Email: brbuehler@acegroup.cc    (507) 895-2403 

                          Linda Thesing: Email: lthesing@gmail.com                 (507) 895-2146 

It’s nice to see that Winter is coming to an end.  We look forward to the Spring flowers and gardening again. As we 
do Spring cleaning it’s a good time to remember items for Rochester Medical Missions and Sacred Heart Medical 
Missions. The list for these missions are in this newsletter. These items may be brought to our Convention on 
October 7th, 2017. The location will be published at a later date. 
The National Council of Catholic Women has a new service project for 2017. It is called “Under The Clothes & Over 
The Toes.” Collect socks and underwear. You may collect as is OR put them in a Ziploc bag and include travel size 
bottles of shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste/toothbrush, Kleenex, etc. to make a personal hygiene kit. Or include 
more than one pair of socks and underwear. Donate them to shelters, the homeless, a charity your council prefers 
or contact your Catholic Charities office in your diocese for suggestions. Visit the WWW.NCCW.org website on the 
Service Commission page and find the poster to print and display. 
A new project for the Haiti Missions is sewing  Angel Dresses/ Burial Gowns. I do have patters for 3 sizes, infant, 
toddler and large. They are made from white fabric and tablecloths, lace curtains, fabric shower curtains etc. can 
be used. If you are interested in sewing these dresses/gowns please email Rosanne and she will send you a pattern 
and directions.  
The need for the T-Shirt diapers, pillowcase dresses, bandages, Fabric Bags and sleeping mats continues. If you 
have any questions on any of these projects please email us and we will send directions. We have parishioners in 
our diocese who enjoy making quilts and donating them to the missions also. 
We appreciate everything that you do for charity and the missions. The need is great for all the countries receiving 
our donations. 
The Bible tells us: we ought to “Pray always and without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks for this is the will 
of God for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thes 5:17-18)  

                                                                              
 
 
                                                                   
. 

____COMING EVENTS_______ 
 

                                                    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Anyone is welcome to contribute articles to this E-news.  Cutoff 

date for articles is the March 26th, June 26th, Sept. 26th, Dec. 26th..  

Please send your submission to wdccw@dow.org.   Our President 

reviews all items and reserves the right to decline them before they 

are printed.  

 

Fran Berreau 

Communications Committee for the WDCCW   
 

mailto:brbuehler@acegroup.cc
mailto:lthesing@gmail.com
http://www.nccw.org/
mailto:wdccw@dow.org
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SACRED HEART HAITI MISSIONS 
Men’s Clothing 

Shoes in good condition 
Long sleeve shirts 
Short sleeve shirts 
Dress shirts 
Hats & caps 
T-shirts 
Neck ties & belts 
Blue jeans 
Dress pants 
Lightweight suits (no 
polyester) 
Socks & underwear 
 
Baby & Kids Clothing 
 
Most everything lightweight (no polyester) 
Shoes & socks 
Cloth Diapers – if you would like to make them;  
Baby seats             call for a pattern 
Baby wipes 
Baby blankets 
 
Ladies Clothing 
 
Most anything lightweight (no polyester) 
Handbags 
Wedding dresses 
Underclothing 
Jewelry, scarves, shoes, socks 
No shorts 
 
Christmas 
 
Christmas trees 
Gift wrap & ribbon 
Tree decorations 
Nativity sets  
Medical 
 
Bandages 
Wheelchairs & crutches 
Walkers & canes 
Rubber gloves 
Pill bottles (please remove labels) 

      
       

School Supplies 
 
Pens & pencils 
Crayons 
Backpacks 
Paper – notebook, colored paper, roll paper 
Any items needed for school 
No English books, the school uses French & Creole 
 
Toys 
 
Stuffed toys 
Wagons 
Bicycles & riding toys 
Dolls 
Crib toys 
Floor toys for handicap 
Trucks & cars 
Most simple toys that are not technical 
 
Beddings 
 
Sheets in all sizes 
Comforters & blankets 
Sponge pads 
Pillows & cases of all sizes 
Sleeping mats 
 
Craft & Sewing 
 
Treadle & electric sewing machines 
Fabric, thread, needles & pins          
Embroidery floss 
Lace & trim 
Zippers 
Scissors 
 
Tools 
 
All hand tools 
Nails 
Shovel & pick axes 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj__sOtteHSAhUR0IMKHfqSAhwQjRwIBw&url=http://hoosicvalleytech.com/Production.htm&psig=AFQjCNHDRRp6MAsphvfrUEGhSUtkbm_82w&ust=1489973286932832
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJ-ImftuHSAhVm04MKHXzcCscQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-sewing-machine.html&bvm=bv.149760088,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHhB3wYZ14-XYtyUUhldeY6BtS4Yg&ust=1489973542668994
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/christmas-tree-with-presents-clipart-Christmas-Tree-And-Gifts-Wallpaper.gif&imgrefurl=http://abuv.tk/christmas-tree-and-gifts-clip-art/&docid=nGVxS0cK2HpzXM&tbnid=yWbJ2bdFZ0XRvM:&vet=10ahUKEwjQsMPCtuHSAhUi6IMKHR1aDmAQMwiCAShfMF8..i&w=399&h=459&bih=603&biw=1280&q=free clip art christmas tree&ved=0ahUKEwjQsMPCtuHSAhUi6IMKHR1aDmAQMwiCAShfMF8&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj5mdv9tuHSAhUq5IMKHUG1DnwQjRwIBw&url=https://mipreschoolassociation.org/toyswap/&bvm=bv.149760088,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHrkkWUL7yWMU0S-T4mSAy6XbHzmA&ust=1489973762132923
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkg6XDuOHSAhVn6YMKHVsmB5QQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/2807dd42caadf07841605d014ad0b1872beadf0d/free-school-supply-clipart.html&bvm=bv.149760088,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGpzuIVYih1YR2bPhMcTehyuZromg&ust=1489974155882471
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjY56-OueHSAhWF14MKHYnjBPAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.123rf.com/photo_14559548_mens-clothing-collection.html&bvm=bv.149760088,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNFs-Yx55DY65QAuIR9uCTFtPQLG0g&ust=1489974275224686
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj8k8y6vOHSAhXk34MKHWzIDZ4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.comforterpic.com/bedsheet-clipart/&bvm=bv.149760088,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNE_ng87tQr8ejkNqg1c4EBg1SbcDQ&ust=1489975221797212
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4i9fovOHSAhWk8YMKHUQcBI8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/pillow-and-blanket-cliparts/&bvm=bv.149760088,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNE_ng87tQr8ejkNqg1c4EBg1SbcDQ&ust=1489975221797212
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Household 
 
Chest of drawers, not too large 
Tupperware or plastic food containers with lids 
Small tables & folding tables (no coffee tables) 
Chairs – folding, small wooden and outdoor plastic 
Bookcases 
Dishes – plates, cups, bowls, forks & spoons 
Twin beds & frames 
Cast iron pans (no Teflon pans) 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Candles 
Kleenex & paper towels 
Music stands 
Musical instruments 
 
Hygiene 
 
Toothbrush & toothpaste 
Shampoo & conditioner 
Soap & location 
Baby powder & lotion 
Deodorant 
 
Religious 
 
Altar linens 
Vestments 
Rosaries 
Medals 
Holy pictures in frames 
Anything used for Mass 
 
 

          

 
 
 

 

      

 

 

ROCHESTER MEDICAL MISSIONS 
 
ITEMS NEEDED: 
· Monetary donations, which are used by the missions 
solely for transportation/shipping items to the areas in 
need. 
· Diapers, nursing aprons and fabric totes. 
· Pillowcase dresses, good work shoes and britches for 
boys. 
· Medical supplies such as crutches, walkers, rolled 
bandages, etc.   
· Skin lotions, toothpaste, toothbrushes, bar soap, etc. 
· Rubber back drapes, sheer curtains, clean sheets, quilts 
(no larger than twin size), new or gently used blankets, 
material one yard or larger, notions, buttons, etc. 
· Working sewing machines with or without cabinets; small 
mechanic or carpenter tools, scissors and other small tools. 
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