WINONA DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN
October, 2017
Mission Statement: The Winona Diocesan Council of Catholic Women acts through its affiliated
organizations to support, empower, and educate all Catholic Women in the areas of Spirituality,
Leadership and Service. WDCCW programs respond with Gospel values to the needs of the church and
society in the modern world.
Upcoming Events:
October 14, 9 am to 2 pm. WDCCW Convention at St. Francis of Assisi Church, FUN FOR ALL AGES!
PLEASE COME!’
October 24, 9:30 am Austin Area meeting at St. John Baptist de la Salle, Dodge Center. Meeting, Mass
and speaker featured
President’s Message:
Dear Sisters in Christ,
On Saturday, October 14 in Rochester at St. Francis Assisi the WDCCW will hold its Convention.
Speakers will be Bishop Quinn, Msgr. Thomas Cook, and Father James Seitz talking on many different
topics that are thrilling, informative and spiritual. The Courier has the registration form and article with
the information. Our newsletter will also have the poster for the event that you can use for registration;
we will be installing our new officers also during the convention. It will be a very spiritual day for all,
please bring a car load of women with you. The only way to fill it is to ask someone, you may be
surprised by their answer. Don’t forget to bring your items for the missions; we want to load the trucks
up with mercy. I just came home from the NCCW Convention in Dallas, Texas where I listened to many
speakers with motivational themes. They talked of hardships they went through but the theme for each
of them was how present the Lord was with them. With each hardship we have choices; with each step
we take every day we have choices. It is what we do with these choices that we determine our
outcomes of our situations. If we do or don’t chose the Lord, what will our life be? I used to call them
priorities but I think that scared me, so now I call them choices. We have choices to place our Lord on
top, our family next, and our jobs last. It is said that all things can be done through Christ. I feel that our

next generation has made their choices-family, work, the Lord, and that is where our organization needs
to step in and show them, teach them, and support them in the choices they make. Help them to realize
that the Lord needs to be first in all things that we do in our own life, in our family life, and our work life.
This will be my last newsletter to you as the President of the Winona Diocese Council of Catholic
Women. My thoughts and prayers will be with each of you as time goes on; I pray that the organization
of WDCCW will grow stronger with insurgence of younger women. We need to reach them through
their children, by incorporating them into our gatherings. Bringing forth programs that will help raise
their children in the Catholic faith. This organization was start by the Bishops of this country to support,
empower, and educate all women in spirituality, leadership and service. How can we do this through
our young people? That is the question, the thought provoking question I leave with you. Help WDCCW
evolve from an organization of the funeral ladies and dinner organizers to an organization that involves
all ages in everything we do to continue to do mercies all over the world and in our back yards. This is
the Day that the Lord has made, let us Rejoice and be Glad
Teri Rosendahl – Organization udderdairy@gmail.com 507.498.3250 St. Francis of Assisi/Saturday,
October 14, 2017
Our Mission Statement The Council of Catholic Women acts through its members to support, empower,
and educate all Catholic Women in spirituality, leadership & service
The following article is "Redefining our priorities, commitments and our relationship with God," by
Lindamarie Richardson Kelly, leadership commission chair, is from Catholic Woman/Vol.43, Issue
3/nccw.org page 24.
When the leaves start to turn colors and many are beginning a new school year,
we often feel motivated to take a fresh look at our goals and priorities. We can take this time to stop
and look over what priorities and commitments are in our lives. Are they what we want? Have they
changed with the times and relationships in our lives? How is our relationship with God? These are all
questions we should be asking ourselves from time to time. Sometimes we just get in a rut and continue
doing the same things without thinking. Most of us lead very hectic lives and we rarely take time to
look after ourselves. The saying "stop and smell the roses" comes to mind. We need to slow down and
look at the things in our lives that are missing - sometimes we don't even know they are missing. When
was the last time you and your spouse went on a date or spent time alone together just talking? Do you
have dinner as a family? Have you taken a spiritual retreat? Do we nurture these most important
relationships? Stop and look at the charity work you do: Does it still satisfy you? Are you doing it with
pure intentions ---for God's glory and not your own? Just as our taste in food changes, so do our desires
to help and to serve the Church. Make a list for the new year of things you would like to help with and
find a charity to work with to help you complete those goals. Are your commitments to NCCW and
your local Council of Catholic Women as strong as they were when you joined? If not , why not? Work
toward finding the answer to this question, along with a solution. Both you and the Councils will be
stronger for it. Our relationship with God can sometimes be taken for granted. Do you just go through
the motion at Mass? Do you really listen to the sermon or does your mind wander? Do you remember
to pray every day or do you pray just when you need something? Let us all recommit ourselves to our
faith and to working within the Church and Catholic organizations. Church is not an event that happens
only on Sunday for an hour each week. It should be a way of life. Often, we forget to prepare for Mass
by: Tips • reading the Scriptures ahead of time and praying about what we have read. • closing our eyes
when we get to the pew and settling ourselves down while praying. • be open to what we will hear. Let'

take some time this fall to reflect on our priorities, commitments' and relationship with the Lord. This
newsletter will be my last for Winona as my husband and I will be moving to Iowa, at the end of
October. This is a very sad time for me as I have truly treasured all the dear people I have come to
know! I hope to become involved with the Council in Iowa as soon as I can so I will see you at Nationals
at some point. Life has always been about change and adapting for me, so here goes! God Bless you all!
Teri Rosendahl

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE COMMISSION
October, 2017
Rosanne Buehler: Email: brbuehler@acegroup.cc (507)895-2403
406 N. Hill
St., La Crescent, MN 55947
Linda
Thesing: Email: lthesing07@gmail.com (507)895-2146
424 N. 1st. St., La
Crescent, MN 55947
The fall convention is only a couple of weeks away. It is our highlight of the year for Council of Catholic
Women in the Winona Diocese. Trucks from Rochester Medical Missions and Sacred Heart Haiti
Missions will be at St Francis of Assisi, 1114 3rd. St. SE, Rochester, MN to collect the many items that
you have been sewing and collecting during the year. Thank you to Diane Wagner, Director of Rochester
Medical Missions and Dale and Joyce Grabarkiewicz, Directors of Sacred Heart Haiti Missions for all the
dedicated years they have worked with their missions. Some of you have delivered items during the year
to both of these missions in Rochester which they have appreciated. Both missions take monetary
donations to help defray the cost of shipping their goods to the areas in need. Thank you to all of you
who have devoted many hours of sewing making quilts, diapers, blankets, pillowcase dresses, fabric
bags, angel dresses, britches and more for the missions. These items are greatly needed and
appreciated. Haiti fortunately, received little damage other than a little flooding in the low land from the
recent Hurricane Irma. There was devastating damage from Hurricane Irma on many Caribbean Islands,
all of Florida and the surrounding states. Hurricane Harvey wreaked havoc on Houston Texas and the
surrounding area. These areas also need donations of goods and money. National Council of Catholic
Women (CCCW) will be accepting donations for the Hurricane relief efforts at their national office
located at 200 N., Glebe Road suite 725, Arlington, Virginia 22203. Make checks payable to NCCW and
write “Hurricane” in the note section or call (703) 224-0990 to donate. All proceeds will be forwarded to
Catholic Charities USA the official domestic relief agency for the U.S. Catholic Church. Keep these people
in your prayers. We look forward to this year’s convention. If you have any questions, please email or
call either one of us. Thank you for helping us to serve others.
Spirituality Commission: Legislative, Anti-Pornography & Respect Life Eleanore Jones 17434 Co. 14
Spring Valley, MN 55975 eleanore_j@hotmail.com 507-937-3460 October 14,2017
Legislative Commission Unfortunately, Gov. Make Dayton had the last say on pieces of major MCCLsupported pro-life legislation in the 2017 legislative session. Taxpayer funded abortions was passed

both in the House and Senate but vetoed by the governor. Facility inspection was also passed both in
the House and Senate which would have required that abortion facilities adhere to industry guidelines
and be inspected by the state; our governor vetoed that bill also. Rest assured that MCCL and pro-life
legislators will be back advocating for more pro-life legislation in 2018. Even with the governor’s vetoes,
progress was made on other issues. Most notable was an update to the annual state abortion report,
which will now include information on webcam abortions if they are being done in Minnesota. This goes
to inform you that we do need a pro-life governor and pro-life legislators. Contact list for State
Legislators: House of Representatives State Office Building St. Paul, MN 55155 House info: 651-2962146. Minnesota State Senate State Capitol St. Paul, MN 55155 Senate info: 651-296-0504.
rep.firstname.lastname@house.mn sen.firstname.lastname@senate.mn U.S. Senators: Senator Al
Franken 651-221-1016 or 202-224-5641 http://franken.senate.gov Senator Amy Klobuchar 612-7275220 or 1-888-224-9043 http://klbuchar.senate.gov U.S. Representative Tim Walz 1-877-846-9259 or
202-225-2472 http://walz.house.gov Top Democrats say that the party will allow pro-life candidates.
Pro-life Democrats will, in fact, receive financial support from the party. I wonder if the party will allow
pro-life democrats to be in the party without asking us to leave their conventions as I had been asked to
do. All else said we need to pray for our elected officials so that the Holy Spirit will guide them in their
everyday adventures.
Anti-Pornography
Will our children be safe online going back to school? Children across the nation, in both public and
private schools are susceptible to exposure to sexually exploitive materials. This exposure could damage
children’s intellectual development or mislead them to believe sexual violence or lack of consent are
acceptable. We want schools to acknowledge and fix three major problems: 1. Inadequate, or nonexistent, computer and Wi-Fi filters: 2. Inadequate, or non-existent, filters to block pornography on
school-owned devices like iPads or laptops: 3. Online school databases (like EBSCO) that expose
children to pornography and normalize sexually violent and risky acts. Help clean up our schools with
these 4 actions: 1. Talk to your children about pornography and sexually explicit material. 2. Check your
schools for adequate filters on school computers, laptops, and tablets. 3. Alert your school to the
sexually graphic content on their research databases. 4. Send an information packet from NCOSE
(National Center on Sexual Exploitation) to educate your Parent Teacher Association. Youth view porn
as just ‘harmless fun’. The latest findings from Dr. Donna Hughes, founder of Enough is Enough: Making
the Internet Safer for Children and Families (www.enough.org), show teens and young adults consider
“not recycling” to be more immoral than viewing pornography. Let that sink in a moment. Just as
alarming, more than half of young adults are coming across pornographic images once a week –
even when they are not seeking it out. Internet pornography, one researcher said, is “the largest
unregulated social experiment in human history.” The ‘New Normal’ 83 percent of boys and 57 percent
of girls have seen group sex online; 32 percent of boys and 18 percent of girls have viewed bestiality
online. 88.2 percent of top-rated porn scenes contain physical aggression (spanking, gagging, slapping,
etc.); 48 percent contain verbal aggression (name calling). Perpetrators were usually male and 94
percent of the targets were women. Here are some stats to consider: When they talk about
pornography with friends, 90% of teens and 96% of young adults say they do so in a neutral, accepting
or encouraging way. Seeking out porn: Among ages 13 – 17 8% daily, 18% weekly and 17% once or
twice a month. Among ages 18 – 24 12% daily, 26% weekly and 19% once or twice a month. Here are
some prevention tips. Start a dialogue with your child or grandchild about the harms of viewing
pornography. Keep the lines of communication open. Talk about healthy sexuality in age appropriate
ways. Implement parental controls (filtering, monitoring, time limits) on all Internet enabled devices.

Visit www.enough.org for more safety tips and videos and visit nccw.org for more information. Karen
Painter is the legislative advocacy chair and NCCW representative to Religious Alliance Against
Pornography (RAAP). (Catholic Woman) Steam video game distributors have made two pornographic
themed video games available to children of all ages through the simple click of a button. The video
games, Party House and Porno Studio Tycoon have serious graphic and suggestive content that is
accessible to computer users of all ages. “Steam sells and promotes these games to users of all ages and
requires only a simple click of a button to pass through a tepid warning that the material may not be
suitable for all ages. These games are in direct violation of Steam’s own policies against pornographic or
patently offensive content.” (Lifesitenews.com)
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Respect Life I would like to give a big heartfelt Thank You to all who put time into working at the pro-life
fair booths in your county and at the state fair! You touched many lives and will never know how many
lives you have saved. The enormous amounts of time, talent and resources that MCCL poured into
their summer programs have yielded tremendous results. Hearts and minds have been changed and
lives have been saved. Here are some of the accomplishments that have been made this summer:
Presented pro-life booths at 86 county fairs across Minnesota
Tripled attendance at our Life Leadership Camp for pro-life teen leaders
Gathered 1,600 sheets of petition signatures
Tallied 300 volunteer hours at the MCCL State Fair booth
Reached nearly 24,000 people on Facebook with two of our summer videos
Connected with 12,000 Facebook viewers through our State Fair post
Distributed many thousands of educational fliers, brochures and buttons A record number of abortion
facilities are closing: 162 abortion facilities have closed since 2011, and 31 closed in 2016 alone. A
record number of pro-life legislation is passing: 334 pro-life laws have been enacted since 2010, totaling
nearly as many laws passed in the previous 15 years. This comes from (SFLA) Students for Life of
America. Princeton’s “Office of Religious Lie” is cosponsoring a fundraiser in support of the nation’s
largest abortion vendor, Planned Parenthood (PP), which is responsible for committing 328,348
abortions each year. Texas Christian University offered college credit for students who interned at PP.
Reports have uncovered that dozens of Catholic universities including DePaul, Zavier, and Saint Joseph’s,
with officially recognized chapters (which means they’re eligible to receive school funding) of “Her
Campus” – a pro-abortion group that encourages promiscuity and promoted PP. That’s in addition to
other stories like the “buy-one-get-one free” coupons for at-home abortion drugs one college in Idaho
handed out to students! SFLA has started a #SockIt2PP National Tour our biggest and most important
national tour yet! The goal for this tour is to tear down the euphemisms that abortion apologists use
(like “reproductive health” and “just a clump of cells”) and expose this travesty for what it truly is.
They’ll be visiting at least 90 campuses – in addition to several state capitols and major cities – bringing

their massive display of baby socks (that we collected this spring and summer from supporters like you).
At each stop, our pro-life leaders will show a video via jumbotron in which a former abortionist (who is
now pro-life) describes in detail what happens during an abortion. They’ll also display the gruesome
apparatuses abortionists use to carry out
an abortion. The kicker will be their display or 897 colorful baby socks – one to represent each innocent
preborn child aborted by PP every day. When Kristan Hawkins, president of Students for Life of
America, decided to launch this #SockeIt2PP National Tour she did so without knowing all the resources
would be there to reach every single stop on their tour. Nearly 10,000 Minnesota lives have been lost to
abortion in 2016. On average 27 lives are lost per day in Minnesota. This human tragedy must end, and
you can help. After 44 years abortion is still legal. Fatigue and discouragement can set in after such a
protracted fight- unless people are informed about what is happening. Mainstream media generally
report positively on pro-abortion forces, but not on pro-life efforts. Each July the MN Department of
Health releases its annual Abortion Report for the previous year. The latest numbers aren’t exactly
thrilling. It shows that we have work to do. The number of abortions performed in MN since the 1973
legalization of abortion is now 628,767. Chemical (RU486) abortions continue to increase each year,
rising to an all-time high of 35% of all abortions in 2016. These abortions are cost-effective for the
abortion industry, but they pose greater health risks to women than first-trimester surgical abortions.
Late-term abortions also increased in 2016, though they comprise only a small fraction of abortions. A
total of 224 abortions took place at 20 weeks gestation or later in 2016, a 22% increase over 2015; the
number of dilation and evacuation (D&E) abortions, which involve dismembering the unborn child
during the second trimester, increased to 825. The number of reported complications from abortion
increased significantly to 151 in 2016 (compared to 92 in 2015). Another worrisome trend? The
percentage of abortions funded by taxpayers increases almost every year. It’s now at an all-time high of
43%, according to the Department of Human Services. That’s why our ongoing effort to ban these
abortions- the bill was vetoed this spring by the governor – is so important. Only 291 abortions were
performed on minor girls in 2016, the second smallest number since the state began recording minor
abortions in 1975. Minor abortions have declined 87% since their peak in 1980. The overall trend in MN
is still a pro-life one. We are pushing the abortion numbers in the right direction. We must continue to
educate, to persuade, to assist. We must change hearts and minds. And we must enact more protective
pro-life legislation – like the bill to ban taxpayer funding of abortion – that will help drive down the
number of abortions. I hope that you could attend, or will be attending, the 2017 Fall Tour. Contact the
State MCCL Office for information on the schedule call 612-825-6831 or www.mccl.org MCCL offers you
the opportunity to honor loved ones by making contributions in another person’s name to advance the
cause of life. Your gift to MCCL’s Tribute and Memorial Program will enable this organization to
continue and/or expand vital endeavors on behalf of defenseless people. MCCL uses these funds to
uphold and advance the rights of unborn children and other defenseless persons. MCCL will send an
acknowledgment card to the honored person or to the family of the deceased (without indicating the
specific amount given) and a postcard to the donor to confirm receipt of the gift. Support MCCL today
with a matching gift. Contact Jan at the State Office for further information. Donate your used vehicle
or boat to MCCL’s “Cars with Heart” program and support our lifesaving efforts. To donate, visit
www.carswithheart.com, and click on the “donate vehicle” button. Visit www.mccl.org and read their
blog. Find them on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Instagram and You Tube and share their pro-life posts.
Invite friends and family to become members of MCCL and help protect and defend human life. Take
time to read The Courier as it has some wonderful Pro-Life articles in it.
Love Life! Respect It! Protect It!
Family and Community Concerns Nancy Back PO Box 482 Harmony, MN 55939
catholic.mom630@gmail.com 815-275-2360

I know that I have written about human trafficking before, but I felt it was worthy to touch on this topic
again. I have taken it upon myself to do as much as I can to spread awareness. Last year at National
Council of Catholic Women Convention in Indianapolis, we were advised to spread posters with the
National Human Trafficking Hotline phone number on it. We were instructed to make color duplicates,
fold up the tabs and cut to separate them, and tear off one of them so people know to take them. It is
important that they be placed in individual bathroom stalls of gas stations, restaurants, grocery stores,
or other high trafficked places. I know that some gas stations have bulletin boards, but the need for
them to be in the stalls is significant. That is sometimes the only time that the victim can be alone and
away from the offender. These small tabs can easily be taken and hidden by the victims. I can tell you
that I started to disperse them to a local gas station following the convention. I was not consistent with
checking on how quickly the poster was used up. I decided that I needed to step it up a notch. At the
beginning of August, I decided to organize packets of ten prepared posters to gas stations in the
neighboring towns. I simply walked in and informed the attendant (cashier) of the necessity of the
posters and their location. I also shared with them that Minnesota is a state that has easy access to
major interstate highways allowing for easy transport to other states, even access to Canada. One of the
local gas stations reported to me that the tabs get taken quickly for such a small town. This was quite
alarming and concerning to them. In preparing for this paper, I found information on this site,
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/states, very helpful. One can look at statistics and other useful
information, everything from definitions to resources to personal stories. The posters that National
Council of Catholic Women handed out are not available on this site. The tear-off poster can be found at
www.nccw.org (under the 2016 Convention) or by this link:
file:///C:/Users/Recipient/Downloads/HT%20tearoff%20Poster.pdf. However, I will continue to spread
them out and have them as a resource to you. I am planning to step down from this position soon, but
the Winona Diocese Council of Catholic Women will also continue to have them available for you. I
would like to close by addressing the recent natural disasters. Many have a desire to send money to help
with the cause. Catholic Charities is a good organization to assist with local and national disasters.
Catholic Relief Services accepts monetary donations for national natural disasters as well as
international causes. Cross Catholic Outreach is only an international relief organization. These
organizations can be found online or through contact with our International Commission Chair, Rosanne
Buehler. It is important to mark the location where you would like your money sent. I encourage you to
aid our brothers and sisters in their time of tragedy and as they work to rebuild their livelihood.
Although there is distance separating us, we are one family in Christ. Looking ahead: October is
Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Please come to the October Convention in Rochester and look for
the display for more information about this topic.
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Canonized Saints were not perfect human beings when they walked the earth. They were, however, “set
aside for a higher purpose, no longer common or everyday but special and unique” because of their
response of obedience and faith to God’s call on their lives. We ask saints to pray for us and set them as
examples of their faithfulness to God, draw strength from them, and use them as role models in our
own lives.
On January 13th, 1891, Blessed Padre Miguel Agustin Pro (whose full name was Jose Ramon Miguel
Agustin Pro Juarez) was born to Don Miguel and Josefa in Guadalupe, Zacatecas, Mexico. Miguel Jr. was
the third born out of eleven. Four children died in infancy. His two older sisters both became Sisters of
the Good Shepard. Miguel and his younger brother, Humberto, became Jesuit Priests and were
martyred. The other three children married.
As a young child, he contracted a foodborne illness that spread to his brain. Doctors had given up hope
that he would ever recover and that if he did, he would have irreversible brain damage. After a year in
this state, his condition became acute and death was impending. With child-like trust, his father brought
him before an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. While kneeling, his father held the sick child out before
Our Lady and pleaded: “Madre mia, give me back my son.” Miguel immediately began convulsing and
spit up a good amount of blood. His mental and physical health was completely restored within a few
days!
In his adolescent years, he made a “pact” with the Blessed Virgin that she would “not let (him) go to
Purgatory and that (he) would ever be Her faithful servant.”
Exactly one year after his older sister entered the convent, he received permission from his father and
mother to enter the seminary. He entered the Jesuit novitiate in El Lano, Michoacán on August 10th,
1911 with his father in attendance. Don Miguel later realized that God gave him back his son so he could
give him back to God.
Miguel studied for a year in California and was then sent with the other three seminarians to study in
Granada, Spain from 1915-1919. He then taught in Nicaragua from 1919-1922.

On August 31st, 1925, Miguel Agustin Pro was ordained a priest in Belgium. He suffered greatly from a
severe stomach disorder and had to have three surgeries, with the second surgery being done
completely without anesthesia while he studied his book on Canon Law! After receiving very little relief
from the last surgery, he was permitted to return to Mexico in 1926 amidst the turmoil. The Cristero
War (or Cristero Rebellion) took place from 1926-1929. The Catholic Cristeros were fighting against their
persecution and the anti-Catholic policies being enforced by the government. The Mexican government
had banned religious practice, churches were closed, and priests were in hiding. Three hundred of the
faithful were slaughtered during one particular week for publicly confessing their Catholic Religion.
Padre Pro used many different disguises so that he could still bring the Sacraments to the faithful
Mexican Catholics.
In November of 1927, Padre Miguel Pro, Padre Humberto Pro, and Roberto Pro were arrested and
falsely accused of an assassination attempt on President Calles’ life. The authorities already had the
guilty party behind bars but Calles cared nothing about the lack of evidence against the brothers or
offering them a trial. He had an intense hatred for Catholicism and the two padres. As far as President
Calles was concerned, the two brother priests were guilty, merely for being Catholic Priests. On
November 23rd, 1927, Padre Miguel Pro was led onto the firing range.
He knelt, blest himself, kissed his crucifix that he held in his right hand and clenched his Rosary in his
left. He publicly forgave all those involved in his execution, blessed the crowd, and stated “Lord, thou
knowest that I am innocent.” Padre Miguel Pro then walked swiftly to the wall and, holding his arms
outstretched to perfectly resemble the Crucified, spoke the immortal ejaculation of the Mexican
martyrs, “Viva Cristo Rey!” (Long Live Christ the King!) The shots rang out and the martyr fell to the
ground. It was unclear if he was dead, so one of the men fired another shot into his head. Padre
Humberto Pro was also executed along with two of the guilty party. Roberto was spared but sent into
exile with his father. Pictures of the execution were put in all the newspapers to try to destroy the will of
the Catholic Cristeros who were fighting for their faith but it backfired and increased it! Although there
was a law against public demonstrations, 40,000 people lined the streets for Padre Miguel Agustin Pro’s
funeral procession. Another 20,000 were waiting at the cemetery. Pope St. John Paul II beatified this
beautiful martyr on September 25th, 1988.

“We ought to speak, shout out against injustices, with confidence and without fear. We proclaim the
principles of the Church, the reign of love, without forgetting that it is also a reign of justice.” ~ Blessed
Padre Miguel Agustin Pro ~

The Green Scapular on the Feast of the Nativity (September 8th) 1840; just 10 years after the
manifestation of the Miraculous Medal to St. Catherine Laboure; the Blessed Virgin Mary gave the Green
Scapular of Her Immaculate Heart to Sister Justine Bisqueyburu, a religious of the Daughters of Charity
of St. Vincent de Paul. Our Lady promised that this new Scapular would contribute to the conversion of
souls, particularly those who have no faith, and would attain for them a happy death.
The Green Scapular is a single piece of green felt and braid with an image of Mary on one side and Her
Immaculate Heart, pierced by a sword and dripping blood, on the other side. Her
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Heart is surmounted by a cross and encircled by the words: “Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us now
and at the hour of our death.” The devil has no power over whoever makes it, wears it, or spreads
devotion to it. Those who wear the Green Scapular confirm to the evil one that they are agents of the
Mother of God and the devil knows he is powerless over them. God wills the Green Scapular to become
a badge, a most sure barrier to the evil one’s assault on the soul.
The Blessed Virgin indicated the manner of using the Scapular. Since it is simply a double image attached
to a single piece of cloth and not the emblem of a confraternity, no investiture is necessary. The only
requirement is that the Green Scapular be blessed by a priest and worn or carried by the person wishing
to benefit from it. If, however, the person in need of grace is obstinate, the Green Scapular may be
placed secretly inside their clothing, home or belongings, and the giver should say the prayer instead.
The only prayer necessary, which may be said many times daily, but should be said at least once a day, is
“Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us now and at the hour of our death.” Many graces are obtained
but they are proportionate to the confidence with which it is given. So, trust in Our Lady’s promises!
Blessed Pope Pius IX approved the devotion to the Green Scapular, first, in 1863, and again, in 1870. He
said: “Write to these good Sisters that I authorize them to make and distribute it
Just before St. Jacinta Marto died in February of 1920, she revealed some of the remarkable statements
that Our Lady of Fatima made. One Hundred years later, we can see even more clearly how true some of
these are!
• "More souls go to Hell because of sins of the flesh than for any other reason.” • "Fly from riches and
luxury; love poverty and silence; have charity, even for bad people." • "Certain fashions will be
introduced that will offend Our Lord very much." "Woe to women lacking in modesty." • "The Mother
of God wants more virgin souls bound by the vow of chastity." • "Confession is a sacrament of mercy
and we must confess with joy and trust." • "Many marriages are not of God and do not please Our
Lord." • "The Blessed Mother can no longer restrain the hand of Her Divine Son from striking the world
with just punishment for its many crimes. If people amend their lives, Our Lord will even now save the
world, but if they do not, punishment will come." "People must renounce sin and not persist in it, as has
been done until now. It is essential to repent greatly. “• "Tell everybody that God gives graces through
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Tell them to ask graces from Her and that the Heart of Jesus wishes to be
venerated together with the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Ask them to plead for peace from the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, for the Lord has confided the peace of the world to Her. "

The vision of hell was shown at the beginning of this century to impress upon men and to confirm the
doctrine of Hell; thereby influencing man to stop offending God by sin. Of the three children who saw
hell, Jacinta was the most affected by this vision. The following are some of her words on hell.

• "Oh, Hell! Oh, Hell!" "Mother of God have pity on those who do not amend their lives." "If men only
know what awaits them in eternity, they would do everything in their power to change their lives." •
Often, she would say to her brother, "Francisco, are you praying with me? We must pray very much to
save souls from hell, so many go there. So many!" • At times she would ask of Lucia, "Why doesn't Our
Lady show Hell to sinners? If only they saw it, they would never commit sins again." • Finally, she said,
"Look, I am going to heaven soon but you are to stay here. If Our Lady lets you, tell everyone what hell is
like so that they won't sin anymore and not go there."

Our Lady to Sister Lucy on December 10, 1925 regarding the Five First Saturdays devotion:
"See, My daughter, My heart surrounded by thorns which ungrateful men pierce at every moment by
their blasphemies and ingratitude... Say to all those who, for five months, on the first Saturday, confess,
receive Holy Communion, recite the Rosary and keep Me company for 15 minutes while meditating on
the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary, in a spirit of reparation, I promise to assist them at the hour of death
with all the graces necessary for the salvation of their souls.”
The Seven Fatima Prayers
During the apparitions at Fatima, the three child seers were taught five The Seven Fatima Prayers
During the apparitions at Fatima, the three child seers were taught five unique and powerful prayers,
two by the Angel of Peace and three by the Mother of God. Later, appearing to Sister Lucy at Rianjo,
Spain, Our Lord Jesus Christ dictated two further prayers.

The Two Prayers Taught by the Angel of Portugal:
1. “My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love You! I ask pardon of You for those who do not believe,
do not adore, do not hope and do not love You!” 2. “Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, I
offer You the most precious Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in all the tabernacles
of the world, in reparation for the sacrileges, outrages and indifference by which He Himself is offended.
And through the infinite merits of His Most Sacred Heart and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg of you
the conversion of poor sinners."

The Three Prayers Taught by Our Lady:
1. “O Most Holy Trinity, I adore You! My God, my God, I love You in the most Blessed Sacrament!” 2. “O
my Jesus, forgive us, save us from the fire of hell. Lead all souls to Heaven, especially those who are
most in need.” 3. “O Jesus, it is for love of You, for the conversion of sinners, and in reparation for the
sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary.”

The Two Prayers Taught by Our Lord to Sister Lucy:

1. “Sweet Heart of Mary, be the salvation of Russia, Spain, Portugal, Europe and the whole world.” 2.
“By your pure and Immaculate Conception, O Mary, obtain for me the conversion of Russia, Spain,
Portugal, Europe and the entire world.”

The Fatima Chaplet is a chaplet that is said using a one-decade Rosary and incorporates these prayers
given to us by the Mother of God, the Angel of Portugal, and Our Lord. It is said in honor of Our
Heavenly Mother who appeared at Fatima as Our Lady of the Rosary.
NCCW CONVENTION NOTES
Kathy Wilmes 57696 172nd ave West Concord, MN 55985 WDCCW Secretary, NCCW Service
Commission
The best thing about convention is always the women who attend, 650 of them here in Dallas, from
everywhere in the U.S. I love talking to them; they are always so positive and ready to give hugs when
you see them. I wish I could tell you just what an uplifting experience it is to see all of them.
I was able to come for the leadership programming. We had a wonderful Mass celebrated by Fr. Rick
Dawson, chair of the Spiritual advisors. The theme of the Convention was” The Joy of the Gospel” and
Fr. Rick began by lifting us up as leaders “How good it is to see you all here.” The speaker for the
luncheon was Mother Susan Catherine Kennedy, who led us on a journey through her own full life as a
lay person and then in her call to enter religious life as the Foundress of the Daughters of Divine Hope.
The theme of her talk was that we need to be ready to invite the Lord in all avenues of our lives.
We were told that joy is at the intersection of Faith, Hope, and Love by Mary Rice Hasson on Thursday.
We were told that we have helped to raise $21,000 for the Vocation Burse Club, a fund that exists to pay
down the debts of those women who aspire to the religious life. We were reminded that, if we want to
grow our council membership, we must learn to be good mentors. And we learned about making mats
for the homeless and were shown a great presentation about Domestic Violence and how to prepare
and present it during Domestic Violence month which is in October.
On Friday, we heard Stacy Thomlison remind us that “She who Has Jesus Lacks for Nothing!” We passed
by law amendments and resolutions on Legislative Advocacy, Cultural Diversity, Mentoring, Respite,
Prayer for Our Country, and Return of Lapsed Catholics, as well as the Treasurer’s Report at the business
meeting.
On Saturday, we learned how one man on a mission, Dale Recinella, is an ambassador for Jesus in the
darkness of our prisons and death rows. We helped install new Province Directors, including our own
Irene Schmidt, just as we helped say “thank you” to our outgoing directors, including our own Bev
McCarvel.
We had fun. From pizza parties, to playing Jeopardy at the Province Dinner (the team of Spiritual
Moderator /Province Director team won!), to wonderful meals shared with our friends, to the Banquet
at the end, we laughed, played, and enjoyed each other’s company.
And, of course, we prayed every day, for all of us. We celebrated (and celebrate is the word; at Father’s
request, we were clapping and singing!) Mass every day and had plenty of opportunities for saying the
Rosary and celebrating the sacrament of Penance. We were constantly aware of our role as community
ambassadors as well as our task of looking out for each other, a role that was clear as Hurricane Irma hit
Florida and our colleagues from the state were stranded.
I loved having the opportunity to represent you in Dallas. Next year’s convention will be in Pittsburgh,
PA, during Labor Day weekend. Please come, and think about joining a commission at the National
level. I have grown and know people from coast to coast due to my involvement and I know that you
will too!

Dear Winona Diocesan Council of Catholic Women:
In September I was privileged to attend the National Council of Catholic Women with our delegation
from the Diocese of Winona and members of the other Dioceses of Minnesota. The workshops and talks
were wonderful. The one talk I particularly enjoyed was by a Dale Recinella who shared with us his
ministry to those on death row. The title of his presentation was: Can the Joy of the Gospel Penetrate
the Darkness of our Prisons and Death Row? We also enjoyed beautiful celebrations of the
Eucharist. Finally, it was good for me to renew my friendships with Spiritual Advisors from all over the
country. As I listened to and attended different presentations I always came back to this simple
reflection in light of the convention theme: the joy I saw in those attending the convention and the
witness the workshops and speakers brought to us in sharing the Joy of the Gospel in their lives. And
yes, in answer to the question can the joy of t he Gospel penetrate into the darkness of prisons and
death row!
Msgr. Thomas Hargesheimer, Spiritual Advisor
Winona Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

Hi! This is Jackie Mickow, Rochester Area Pres. We had our Area Meeting on July 22 at Christ the King
Catholic Church in Byron for planning for Convention. Many thanks to Jan Fitzerald and ladies, for
hosting and Kitty Kerrins and Elenore Jones, for also attending and offering help with the signs and
catering, and organizing and assistance from Jeanette Fortier with the Liturgy, etc. I am from St. Francis
of Assisi Church, which is the host of our Oct. 14th, 2017 WDCCW Convention. -- Updated information is
below.
Overnight lodging for Friday night, before Convention:
Econo Lodge - 1850 So. Broadway, Rochester, MN Telephone: 507-282- 9905 Ask for: Council of Catholic
Women Blocked Rooms
Cost $80 plus Tax. Hot Breakfast 2 Double Beds No pool. Check In: 3pm
Hampton Inn - 1755 So. Broadway, Rochester, MN 55904 Telephone: 507-287 -9050 Ask: Council of
Catholic Women Convention Block
Cost $105 plus Tax., if 10 rooms rented, otherwise up to $139. Hot Breakfast, 2 Queen Beds, Pool. Book
by Sept. 22nd. Check In 3pm
We are asked to set up our Booths and Vendors, if possible, the Friday evening before, from 4-9pm.
(Time depends on before or after our Banquet for Exec. Board, that will be in the St. Claire Room.) After
the Convention, you will have a treat for the road, and we are asked to have our Booths and Venders
departed by 3:30-4:00pm, as there are Confessions, and Mass thereafter. Bring your filled Purses for the
drawings!
On the day of the Convention, the Mission Trucks will be at the far end of the Parking Lot collecting your
donations from 7:45-10am. Also, St. Francis’s Saturday 7 or 8:00AM Latin Mass may be in session.
Father would like us to use the quieter, farthest left door entrance at the Church and go left down- stairs
(elevator is on right) for Registration and Refreshments (Lunch also) into the St. Claire room, on hall
right. Our Meeting, Booths, and Vendors will be in the McCarthy Hall (left of the St. Clare entrance.) The
speakers should be inspirational, as well as the afternoon entertainment! See you there!!

