
Opening Prayer•

Thou art the Shepherd of the sheep, the Prince of the Apostles, unto thee were 

given the keys of the kingdom of heaven. "Thou art Peter; and upon this rock I 
will build my Church." Raise us up, we beseech Thee, O Lord, by the apostolic 

assistance of blessed Peter, Thine Apostle; so that the weaker we are, the more 
mightily we may be helped by the power of his intercession; and that being 

perpetually defended by the same holy apostle, we may niether yield to any 

iniquity, nor be overcome by any adversity. Through Christ, Our Lord. Amen.

Catholic faith is so well thought out and interconnected�

I am not the only one with the indelible mark of Baptism upon my soul�

We all have the Holy Spirit within us�

Feel free to draw your own connections (not conclusions)○

The book is $5.50○

Introduction stuff•

Read 1 Peter 3:15-16a•

Rules versus ethos�

Reiterate the test: what would you do if the baby wasn't there�

Cannot kill the baby directly - only remove uterus�

Case Study #1○

Even with a condom, this is a high risk sex□
Condoms may be safer sex, but they are not safe sex□
Safe sex has another name. It's name is abstinence□

We need to remember that condoms are not fool-proof�

Here Jesus doesn't say he will take away the burdens, but make them easier to carry�

Matthew 11:30 - "For my yoke is easy, and burden is light."□
I like what some of you said last time�

Case Study #5○

We can say someone's actions are objectively good or evil□

What they are doing has to be evil�

� They have to know that the action they are doing is evil

They have to freely choose to do the evil�

However, we cannot say if someone else has sinned or not because sin requires someone 

to freely choose to do an evil

□

Only when these three conditions are met can the person be guilty of sinning□
So someone can do an evil act, but not sin.□

Because as Catholics we believe in an objective morality, we can judge one's actions, but we 

can't judge the state of their soul

�

So we can judge someone's actions by saying it is a good action or an evil action, but unless 

they tell you themselves (as would happen in the Sacrament of Confession), we cannot judge 

whether or not they have sinned. That is between God and them. 

�

The short answer is yes. I believe the priest could choose to refuse anyone, even without 

reason. The Eucharist is a gift from God, not a right. We will discuss this more on our 

session on the Eucharist. (The faithful have a right to the Eucharist being offered.)

□

This distinction comes up in the recent debate as to whether or not politicians that support 

abortion can be refused the Eucharist

�

Evil versus sin○

Follow up on some things from last week•

Salvation History - God starts with a couple and ends with all of humanity•

My Notes
Saturday, February 16, 2008

10:38 AM
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A couple�

We will look at this more when we go through Genesis 1-3□
Genesis 3:15□

Promised a "seed" that would come a deliver them from sin and crush the head of the tempter�

Adam and Eve○

A family�

Genesis 9:8-17□
Promised never to wipe out the human family that way again�

Noah○

A tribe�

Genesis 22:16-18□

Promised that his descendents would inherit the Promised Land, Canaan, and become as 

numerous as the stars until all the nations would be blessed through him and his seed

�

Abraham○

12 tribes of Israel become the nation of Israel�

They are to be a witness for God to the nations�

□ Exodus 3:8, 3:17, 6:4, etc.

Promised Canaan as their inheritance�

Moses○

The Nation of Israel becomes the kingdom of Israel�

2 Samuel 7:12-19□
Promised an everlasting throne with David's descendents the throne�

David○

All of humanity is invited into God's family, the Church�

This is why the Gospels make it very clear that Jesus is a descendent of David□
Jesus is the fulfillment of all the previous promises�

Matthew 16:13-19□
This is the New Covenant□
There will be no more covenants because this one signed by Jesus' own blood would ideally 

include all of humanity

□

By Jesus' flesh and blood, the Eucharist, he binds us together, Jews and non-Jews (Gentiles), in 

one holy, catholic, apostolic Church

�

Jesus○

Non-Jews were invited to become Jewish in practice and belief and to join in on the 

customs

□
He didn't do it to exclude people�

In a relationship you start small and reveal a little bit about yourself at a time◊
By doing sharing information and spending more time together, you build trust◊
It would not be wrong to go as far as to say God is wooing us◊

We can think of Scripture as a long love letter between God and his people�

Why did God start small and only slowly include more and more people into his earthly family?○

Salvation History - God starts with a couple and ends with all of humanity•

� Picture of old temple that was there when Jesus spoke to Peter in the region of 

Caesarea Philippi

154144729_

81eb6a15...

□

74496920_4

a89e7d5f9...

Verse 13�

Matthew 16:13-19○

Peter as leader of Apostles and early Church•
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� Picture of the ruins of Caesarea Philippi

74496920_4

a89e7d5f9...

□

�

This is where it gets fun�

Protestants say it is Peter's faith or Jesus Himself◊
Catholics say it is Peter himself◊

The Catholic-Protestant question is, "What does this rock refer to?"�

Now the Gospel of Matthew is written in Greek as is all of the New Testament�

This would only make sense, since Peter is a man◊

In verse 18, the Greek word for Peter is Petros, a masculine noun, which means a small 

stone

�

As some of you already know, in most other languages, nouns are declared either 

masculine, feminine, or neuter and the last few letters of the word changes depending 

on whether they are masculine, feminine, or neuter

�

In verse 18, the Greek word for rock is petra, a feminine noun, which means a massive 

rock

�

The pastor on YouTube held up a pebble and then asked his group to compare it to 

the rock behind him

◊

So Protestants argue that Jesus couldn't have possibly meant to found his Church on 

the puny rock of Peter, but on the massive rock of the faith that Peter just confessed 

or, more commonly, on Jesus Himself, who is God

�

However, the problem with the Protestant argument is Jesus spoke in a language called 

Aramaic

�

In Aramaic, there is only one word for rock, Kepha�

So in Aramaic, Jesus would have said, "You are Kepha (Rock) and upon this kepha (rock) 

I will build my Church."

�

The easiest explanation is that "this rock" refers directly back 3 words, not indirectly to 

Jesus or Peter's faith

�

Those of you who have studied a foreign language know all to well that it is hard if 

not sometimes impossible to completely translate a concept that was written in 

one language into another language

◊

Thus Jesus' original word play is lost when Matthew translated it to Greek►
Think of a poem that rhymes. Unless the translator is very, very skillful, the 

translation will not rhyme. It is almost impossible to find words that express the 

same idea, but also have the same interplay between them

►

Here Matthew is limited in translating what Jesus said in Aramaic into Greek by the 

fact that Peter is male and the word for large rock is feminine

◊

So why then did Matthew write it using two different words?�

Thus all the early Christians that knew Greek had no problem with the distinction 

between Petros/Petra, between Peter and the massive rock

�

Jesus changes Simon's name to Peter, which means "rock"□

This is what Peter was to be for the Church�

However, Jesus, being God, knew Peter would die before the second coming�

Therefore, Jesus must have intended for the office of Peter to last before the end of 

time

�

We think of a rock as something solid and unmovable□

Peter and his successors will never teach error in matters of faith and morals�

Gates of hell (netherworld) will not prevail against it□

Verse 18

Verse 19
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I just watched a pastor on YouTube yesterday tell a group with him at the base of the 

mountain there at Caesarea Philippi that this foreshadowed Peter "opening the door," 

being the first to evangelize to the different groups: the Jews, the Samaritans (the half-

Jews), and the Gentiles

�

This may be, but the best way to interpret the Bible is with the Bible�

Here Isaiah is prophesying about the downfall of Jerusalem about 150 years before 

it happened

◊

This position is not just any position, it is like what a prime minister is today; a 

second in command

►

If we had started at verse 15, you would have realized that an official named 

Shebna is being replaced with a new official named Eliakim

◊

So Hezekiah was the king of Israel at the time. He is getting rid of one prime 

minister and installing a new one

◊

To show to everyone who he is, Hezekiah gives him the keys of the David, the keys 

to the kingdom

◊

"when he open, no one shall shut; when he shuts, no one shall open"�

The prime minister has been given real power to act in the name of the king►
Look at verse 22◊

Keys are a symbol of authority given to the prime minister of the Kingdom of 

David

►

Pope means papa in Italian�

This prime minister is a father-figure - verse 22►

Church militant on earth–
Church triumphant in heaven–
All one Church, one heavenly kingdom–

So we believe as Catholics that Jesus is the King and pope is the prime 

minister of the heavenly kingdom, the Church

�

Christ is the Head of the Church; the Pope is His earthly representative�

Dynastic succession - the office of prime minister lasts as long as the Kingdom of 

David continued

►

Our textbook says we can see three crucial concepts from this passage about being 

given keys

◊

Turn to Isaiah 22:19-22�

Whenever you see a statue or an icon of Peter, he is always holding a key or keys - if 

you didn't know before, now you know why

�

Jesus gives Peter the keys to the kingdom□

This could have to do with forgiving (or not forgiving) sins in the Sacrament of 

Confession

�

This could have to do with indulgences�

Binding and loosing□

Verse 19�

Here Jesus extends the power to "bind and loose" to the rest of the apostles�

Notice though, there are no keys here - this is only for Peter�

Matthew 18:18○

Here Jesus prays that Peter's faith with not fail, even though he knows it will - deny Jesus three 

times

�

Once he has sinned though, he is to turn and strengthen his brothers�

Peter is to be the servant leader of the Apostles�

Luke 22:31-34○

Here Jesus singles out Peter again

John 21:15-17○
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Here Jesus singles out Peter again�

Jesus has assigns him the role of the shepherd of His Church�

Agape is moral or social�

Filio is friend, feeling, affection, personal attachment�

The third love is filio as opposed to the first two which are agape□
Peter gets a chance to make up for denying Jesus three times by professing his love for Jesus�

A quick side: one of the theories to the number of fish caught in verse 11 is that is the number 

of countries known in the world at that time

�

Does not mean ecumenical as in other denominations were there - Protestant 

denominations did not come into existence until 1517

□
First Ecumenical or universal council - Council of Jerusalem; last Church council was Vatican II�

Requested by St. Paul to decide if Gentile Christians had to follow the Jewish laws�

So Apostles and presbyters (priests) gathered to answer the question with the help of the 

Holy Spirit

□
Verse6�

Much debate□
Verse 7a�

Peter speaks and the discussion ends - they fell silent□
Verses 7b-11�

James gives the closing remarks□
Some Protestants think this shows James (the lesser) being the leader of the Apostles, but 

he is not so anywhere else

□

Therefore it is only right he would give the closing statements because the council was 

being held in his diocese

�

From Church history, we know James was the first bishop of Jerusalem□

Verse 12-21�

Acts 15○

Peter often spoke for the 12�

He is mentioned first when it lists the Apostles �

He is mentioned by name along with the rest of the Apostles as a group�

His name appears 191 times compared to about 130 for the rest of the Apostles combined�

Your book in footnote 20 says…○

Replacing Judas with Matthias□
First sermon after Pentecost□
Received first converts□
Performed first miracle after Pentecost□
Excommunicated first heretic□
First received revelation to admit the Gentiles into the Church□
Commanded the first Gentile converts to be Baptized□

Electing the first successor to one of the Apostles�

Your book in footnote 21 says Peter is involved in all of the Church's firsts○

Some Protestants will say Peter is referring to himself as equal to elders, but as your book 

points out, this is no different that the president saying, "My fellow Americans"

�

He goes on to admonish them as someone who has authority over them�

Here Peter is doing the same - he is recognizing that they are fellow leaders, but by his very 

admonishment, he is recognizing he has some say over them

□
We call the pope the first among equals�

1 Peter 5:1○

Infallible means to teach without error in matters of faith and morals

Some Protestants believe this shows Peter not to be the leader or even worse, to be fallible�

Gal 2:11-14○
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Infallible means to teach without error in matters of faith and morals□

Unfortunately most, if not all, popes since has sinned - its called being a fallen human 

being

�

It does not mean impeccable: incapable of committing sin□

Some popes since Peter have needed some correction□
Here St. Paul is condemning Peter's actions, not matters of faith and morals�

We believe Peter, sometime after Jesus' resurrection and ascension into Heaven, traveled to 

Rome and became the first bishop of Rome or the first Pope

�

Anno Domine - In the year of God□
He was martyred in about AD 64 or 67�

Your book recalls an interesting incident where there was a matter to be settled in Corinth in 

about AD 80

�

St. John is an Apostles, but they still wanted the pope, the Bishop of Rome, the successor 

to Peter, the one with the keys, to come settle the matter

□

St. John, the Apostles, was still alive and closer to Corinth and yet they called in Pope Clement I 

to come settle the matter

�

I like how the book comments on the fact that all the popes in the first 200 years of Christianity 

were martyred by saying the Romans certainly knew who the head of the Church was

�

History○

You could say the Holy Spirit and the Bible is enough and that we shouldn't need a human 

leader

□

The Bible is not enough�

The Holy Spirit is sufficient, but is He speaking through this pastor or that pastor?�

Jesus referred to the Church in the singular�

Paul only referrers to churches in the plural when he is talking about the local churches 

in each city

�

God surely didn't want it this way�

In His great love, wouldn't He know that we would need something besides just the 

Bible to figure out what the Truth was?

�

In His great love then, wouldn't God give us a way to know what the right 

interpretation was?

�

However, this is what Protestants believe and yet there are over 33,000 Christian 

denominations because they can't figure out who is right

□

Wouldn't it make sense that if Jesus was going to leave and later come back, he would leave 

someone in charge?

�

Reason○

Go back to the beginning of the section in your books on page 14○

In Old Testament, God did not leave the Israelites with just a bunch of written laws (the 10 

Commandments and otherwise)

○

2 Chronicles 19:11�

Instead he first gave them Moses, and then successors to Moses, leaders who interpreted the law, 

the Sacred Writings of the Jewish nation

○

Our book says, "A living, continuing authority in the Mosaic priesthood"○

Christ established His Church, the New Israel to be a living, continuing authority to teach, govern, 

and sanctify

○

Preserve and authentically interpret the Revelation of Christ�

Analogy of an encyclopedia set - fullness of truth, but haven't read it all yet

We believe all revelation ended with the death of the original 12 Apostles�

It is living because the successors can trace their appointment to the original 12, the closest to 

Jesus when He was on earth

○

Apostolic Succession•

   Authorit, Papacy, Apostolic Succession Page 6    



Analogy of an encyclopedia set - fullness of truth, but haven't read it all yet□
We looked at Matthew 18:18○

Needed to replace Judas�

Bishops are now replaced yet today when they retire or die�

We looked at Acts 1: 13-26○

So all bishops today were appointed by bishops who themselves were succeeded and/or 

appointed by another bishop who was succeeded and/or appointed and so on and so forth right 

back to the original 12 Apostles

○

From this we know the Church will not teach error�

This also tells us the Church will last forever, here and/or in Heaven�

We looked at Matthew 16:18 where Jesus promises that the gates of Hades will never prevail 

against the Church

○

As a Catholic, one is expected to believe things declared by the Infallible Sacred 

Magisterium - assent of will, intellect, and supernatural faith

□

Pope speaks infallibly from the chair of Peter�

1854 - Pope Pius IX declared the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of Mary�

1950 - Pope Pius XII declared the dogma of the Assumption of Mary�

As we will find out more next time, the Church often doesn't declare something 

almost all believe until there becomes a major disagreement about it

◊
These beliefs had been believed since the very beginning, but are now formalized�

Ex Cathedra□

All the councils are listed in a section towards the end of the Catholic Catechism◊

Councils such as the one in Jerusalem described in Acts and as in Vatican II and many 

others in between

�

Ecumenical Councils□

Common teachings among all of the bishops around the world united with the Pope�

This is the more common or ordinary way infallible teachings are taught�

Jesus died for our sins would be one such teaching�

Ordinary and universal Magisterium□

Infallible Sacred Magisterium�

Teaching of individual bishops or groups of bishops□
Could contain error□
Church asks for assent of intellect and will, but not supernatural faith□

Potentially fallible Ordinary Magisterium�

Levels and needed assent○

Authority•

Only one founded by Christ, then rest founded by men and women�

Other Christian Churches obviously have the Holy Spirit and are our Christian brothers and 

sisters, but they do not have the fullness of truth and grace because of their rejection of the 

Pope and the Magisterium and their rejection of the Sacraments, the main vehicle for grace

�

Can you be saved outside the Church? Yes�

Does denomination make a difference? - Page 39○

No Protestant church existed before Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on the church door 

in Germany in 1517

□
History back to Christ�

A careful study of the early Church Fathers show they all taught distinctively Catholic 

doctrines

□

This has often been the first "mistake" of Protestants before they convert

Apostolic Doctrines�

How do we determine which Church was founded by Christ? - Page 39○

Some things to think about•
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This has often been the first "mistake" of Protestants before they convert□

The Bible makes it clear that Jesus' church would have an hierarchy of bishops, presbyters, 

and deacons, with the successor of St. Peter as its head

□

Only the Catholic Church has this structure□

Apostolic authority�

At Cesarea Phillipi (Matthew 16:13), there is a massive rock plateau approximately 200 feet high 

by 500 feet long. What does this geographical background suggest about the Church Jesus 

founded on Peter? How about the fact that this area was a pagan temple site? Does that say 

anything about the Church Jesus founded on Peter and/or Peter himself?

○

Peter is called by his Aramaic name Kephas in the following verses: John 1:42; 1 Corinthians 1:12, 

3:22, 9:5, 15:5; Galatians 1:18, 2:9, 11, 14. After looking at these verses, do you think Matthew 

16:18-19 gives a special role to Peter and his successors? Why or why not?

○

After this evening and your own idea, what do you make of papal and church infallibility? 

Remember is only extends to matters of faith and morals, not to the matters of science or math

○

Do you have any personal experiences with the Pope or other bishops?○

Do you have any experiences of people asking you why Catholics have a pope?○

If you want, tell the rest of the group something they could pray for for you during the next week○

Break into Small Groups (Taken from Study guide)•

Any other questions or comments?•

If you have time, read paragraphs 2, 4, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12, 16, 22�

Even better, read the whole thing�

Dei Verbum - http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-

ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html

○

I.A.3. - Description□
I.A.4. - Evaluation□
I.C.1. - just the first two paragraphs of Canonical Approach□
I.E.2. - The Feminist Approach□
I.F. - Fundamentalist Interpretation□

If you have time, read the following sections:�

Read more if you have time�

The Interpretation of the Bible in the Church - http://catholic-

resources.org/ChurchDocs/PBC_Interp-FullText.htm

○

For Next time•

Thank you we can trust that the Holy Spirit is guiding the leaders of our Church, especially the 

Pope

○

Be with them so that they may best carry out your will○

Help them to be true servant leaders○

Closing prayer•
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